
We have our four year old grand daughter Madge with us for a few days and our dinner 
discussion was around her eating her grandmother's delicious cooking.  Let me quote what we 
heard tonight, "My mom and dad would not want me to eat that."  I am still laughing.  Often if 
she does not want to do something she knows she should, we get an excuse and most of them 
must be written down as they are absolutely hilarious (remember that is grandpa talking).

Many times as a Christ follower we too make excuses, knowing we should be doing something 
to help us grow deeper in our personal walk with the Lord, to encourage someone who might 
have fallen on tough times, or to share the gospel with someone we know needs to hear the 
message of hope.  Instead we have one excuse after another as to "why" we did not do what we 
know to be right.  Things like, "I am to busy now, it will have to wait," "Someone else will take 
care of that," "I just am not comfortable," "I don't have enough training," and the list can go on 
and on, I am sure you get the drift of what I am saying. 

I am challenged, my friends with John 14:21, when Jesus says, "He who has my commandments 
and keeps them, he it is who loves Me; and he who loves Me shall be loved by My Father, and I 
will love him, and will disclose Myself to him."  The very way we show our love for Christ is by 
obeying what He has given us to do, "No Excuses!"  

Excuses, sadly to say, often come from a deceptive heart.  We want people to think we are a 
strong Christ follower, but we are filled with disobedience and unfaithfulness to the very One 
who gave His life for us.  We don't obey what He has given us from the Word to do or be about.  
Friends we don't obey to look good before people, we obey to bring glory and honor to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  We are told in Galatians 5:16 to "Walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the 
desire of the flesh."  Consciously choosing each and every day, to live with our character, speech, 
and thought life bringing glory to Christ is what He is worthy of!  We have the third member of 
the Trinity living within us to empower us to accomplish this, so we are without excuse right?  

I, nor anyone reading this will be perfect this side of glory, but we can endeavor to live each day 
"excuse free," our Lord is worthy of that!

Your friend, 

Pastor Doug
______________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________

”Excuses”, Pastor Dougʼs Newsletter, 09/12/2012



-Sunday the 16th of September we begin our fall and winter series studying the book of 1 
Thessalonians.  I have titled the series "Living in light of Christ's return."  Watching tonight's 
news, seeing what is going on in our World, the message from this young church for our lives is 
very significant.  Plan to join us each Sunday and reach out to your people inviting them to grow 
in Christ with us.  They will be happy you did!  Remember Sunday School is at 9 AM and 
Worship begins at 10 AM each Sunday at the Merryman Center.
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