
A Leader Worth Imitating
1 Thes. 2:1-12

(Living in Light of Christ’s Return)

Hook:  What makes a leader worth following?  What makes a ministry worth being a part of?
-Just because a leader or ministry is experiencing some success doesn’t mean they are worth 
following.
-There have been many leaders/pastors throughout history who have gained a following but were 
not worth following and in some cases led their people right down the drain!  
-Is your life worth following?  Moms/Dads, business leaders, etc…. Question to think on:  
“What makes a leader worth imitating?”  “What makes a ministry worth being a part of?”

-We learned last week that the church in Thess. Was a healthy church (Elected/Chosen—an 
Example—Passionate—Expectant of His return).  Knowing this, remember the church was built 
up of new believers—it took off in a hurry growth wise, while it was vibrant, it was still young in 
the faith!  Today from our text—we see some of the reasons-“A Leader Worth Imitating!” 2:1-12

1.  1-6, They are faithful with what they have been entrusted (deep appreciation for, full 
conviction)

-Vs. 4, “Approved by God and entrusted with the Gospel!”  Remember that one of the reasons 
Paul wrote this letter was to affirm his love/care for the church because he had to leave quickly.  
-He also wanted them to know that his love was authentic and so was his ministry.  Why?  There 
were people (probably the Judaizers) who were saying all sorts of crazy things about Paul, like:
-“He is in it for the money.”  

-Vs 2, In light of vs 2, think about how crazy this is.  Christians can get out of the will of God, 
(all of us) “No one is meaner than a professed believer out of the will of God!”  They can create 
speculation and no matter how ridiculous the statements are they can start causing people to 
question.  This is ludicrous and Paul points that out!

-History behind vs 2.  Acts 16—A slave girl was healed who was controlled by an evil spirit 
(made those who were making money off of her furious).  Crowd rose up against Paul/Silas.  The 
magistrates tore their robes off of Paul/Silas and beat them with rods, threw them in prison.  
About midnight Paul/Silas started singing praise to their God.
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-Where did Paul/Silas go from Philippi?  Thessalonica.  They no doubt arrived with the wounds 
on their body and “the people are saying---“They did this for the money.”  All Paul/Silas had to 
do was take off their shirts.

-What did they do after being beaten & thrown in prison in Philippi?  They go to Thessaolinica 
and do the very same thing that got them beaten & thrown in prison in Philippi; “THEY 
BOLDLY PROCLAIM THE GOSPEL.”  (Would I/we do this?)

-Vs. 3, There was nothing deceptive about their message—It was true not error!  They were 
straightforward in their message!  Their motivations were pure, and their method was not 
deceitful.  There are some people who think that you should use whatever methods you can as 
long as the message is on target.  I want to suggest to you that there are some methods that 
cheapen the Gospel.  They are unworthy of the Gospel.  “The Gospel was costly and is all about 
God’s glory!”

-Vs. 4-6, Why did they go to Thes. And proclaim the same message that got them in trouble?  
They were faithful with what they had been entrusted.  They weren’t doing this for men because 
they didn’t receive it from men!  They were doing this to please God who examines their hearts.  
They didn’t come to get but to give!  “Being a people pleaser is so dangerous!!!!”

-Deceit-Flattery---Insincere praise to accomplish your own purposes.  To get what you want!  
People can flatter others, sometimes themselves and God to get this.  Ultimately flattery is lying.  
People try to influence others decisions by using flattery—appealing to their egos.  

-Paul dealt in truth and love with pure motives!  1:5 is how the message was delivered!

-Application—Do you understand what you have been entrusted with as a Christ follower?  All 
that we are and have---The Gospel!  Do we, like Paul, have the same appreciation of it?

2.  Vs. 7-8 Leaders worth imitating “Care like a loving, nursing mother)

-Vs. 7, Paul uses his authority in love.  He used this authority to nurture others and people 
respected this.  He cared for them and nurtured them for the purpose of helping them grow.  
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-Like a nursing mother who tenderly cares for her own children.  It takes time for kids to grow 
up.  Children don’t grow up overnight.  They go through tough times and have to learn hard 
lessons and they mature.  A leader like Paul/Silas loved them through these and were patient.

-Vs. 8, They weren’t just giving a few speeches and taking off for the next location.  They gave 
them their lives.  Why?  Because “Having this fond affection”  You are very dear to us!

-They gave their lives like a nursing mother.  As you know a nursing mother nourishes her 
children and keeps them close to her heart!  A nursing mom—watches and cares what she eats 
and gives to her children through her very own being----If she ate some spicy food etc.  it affects 
the child.  

-A Child who is maturing feeds on, nourishes on proper food, Mom’s milk!   

-Paul/Silas is nourishing them on God’s Word---Are you beginning to see why people followed 
these men and why people loved Paul so dearly?

-Paul/Silas loved these young believers so much they would not feed them anything but what 
was best for them to grow/mature---The word of God, the Gospel of Christ!  They were leaders 
worth following!  (Cared like a loving, nursing mom, they were faithful with what they were 
entrusted)!

3.  Vs. 9-12  They are concerned like a loving father.

-Paul saw himself as their spiritual father.  1:5, led people to come to Christ and a church was 
being born!  

-Vs. 9, they worked their tails off (made tents to pay their own way).  We know from Phil. 
4:15-16 that Paul/Silas were sent a couple of financial gifts, but no one could accuse them of 
ministering the gospel---- to get rich!  

-Vs. 10, They worked “Very Hard” the people were witnesses & so was God---

-Devoutly--Holy
-Uprightly—Right before God
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-Blamelessly—Without blame—Unable to find fault apart from lying and deceiving….

-Vs. 11:  Look at their example---Just like a loving dad….

-Exhorting—To appeal, to plead, to motivate on
-Encouraging—To build up, To prod on
-Imploring—To testify, To witness to 

-Vs. 12:  The “Why” of being a “Leader worth Imitating!”
 -God Calls us
 -I am a part of His Kingdom
 -I share in His glory—Jn. 17:22, “And the glory which Thou hast given Me, I 
             Have given them, that they may be one just as We are One!”

_We all should praise the Lord for this.  One day those that know Him will enter into His eternal 
kingdom and share in His glory!  It’s a done deal!!!

-2:12, should actually read, “so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who is 
continually calling us to a life of holiness and obedience.  Partake of the abundant life!

-Paul was truly an example to follow, 1 Cor. 11:1, it is no wonder the young church took off so 
fast, that the word of the Lord had sounded forth throughout the whole area!  This against much 
opposition.  These Christ followers had found true life in Jesus Christ and the church was alive!

Close:  Is our life worth imitating?  As a M/W, H/W, D/Mom, Business Man/Woman, Teacher, 
Leader, worth imitating?  

-Great example from the Apostle Paul & Silas, as well as the young church at Thessalonica---
May we be found faithful and obedient with what we have been entrusted, caring as a loving 
mother and being concerned as a loving father for those our Lord has put us around!     
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