
Dear Friends,

One of the statements I hear a lot from Christ followers is that they want to feel 
comfortable with the service they are a part of, the group they are in or the 
ministry they lead.  Sadly to say many of us operate within our comfort zones and 
almost never step outside our comfort even if the Lord is asking us to.  

I am really challenged by the fact that Biblical Christianity is not one of comfort 
but sacrifice, hardship and often includes pain.  We don't always feel like doing 
something that we know we should do, but it is so important for our growth and 
development, that we do it anyway.  I doubt very much if Sari was comfortable 
when her husband Abram told her to pack things up, telling her they were going 
on a trip, but he wasn't sure where they were going as he was going to trust this 
God whom he had just developed a relationship with.  Or how about the young 
teenage boy David, in the valley facing the giant Goliath who was mocking 
David's God.  I doubt very much that he was comfortable, but to honor His Lord 
and stand up for His glory he did what David knew he should do!  We could talk 
about Paul the Apostle, who was lied about, beaten times without number, stoned 
and left for dead, whipped for his faith and witness for our Lord, I am pretty sure 
he was not comfortable.  Or how about Martin Luther who on this date, October 
31st 1517, posted his 95 Theses on the Wittenberg door sparking what is now 
known as the Protestant Reformation, 495 years ago today, wow!  History reveals 
how agonizing this was for him but he did what was right, and I am so thankful 
that he did.  

Our Lord Jesus Christ was surely not comfortable, going through what He did in 
our place, what He went through for our salvation, I don't think the mocking, 
beatings, scourging, crown, the cross, or the separation from His Father for that 
time on that fateful Friday long ago was comfortable.

Friends, I am challenged in reflecting on these things to be on the front lines for 
our Lord with the Gospel of Christ regardless of how uncomfortable it might make 
us.  Some reading this today have been asked by our Lord to take steps of faith 
out of their comfort zones for His glory, may I encourage you to take those steps 
of faith!  Others of us, I am sure, will be in the days ahead!  
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Don't be afraid to be uncomfortable Christian Friends for His glory, you will be 
included in a pretty elite company of believers, as you wade through the deep 
waters of life for His glory! 

Your friend,

Pastor Doug
________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
-"Be Alert & Focused," is the theme for this Sundays message from 1 
Thessalonians 5:1-11.  Join us of LFF at the Merryman for worship and growing 
together in His Word this Sunday.  
-November 18, our worship service will be held at the Holiday Inn beginning at 
10:30 followed by a Thanksgiving meal together.  We would love to have you join 
us and bring a friend for this special time of "Giving Thanks."  Remember that an 
RSVP is greatly appreciated as we need to get the numbers coming to the 
Holiday Inn staff by the 13th of November.
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