
Stability in the midst of Opposition
1 Thes. 2:13-20

Hook:  Story----We all face obstacles in life.  We will go through things that cause us to suffer.  
We all get sick, people we love get sick, people we love die, we all go through painful 
circumstances.  Many times as a Christ follower we face opposition as a result of being obedient 
to our Lord, putting our faith and trust in Christ, proclaiming Him as the Savior and Lord of 
mankind, and people we thought were our friends turn on us.  

-How can we stand Secure, Stable in the face of life’s difficulties/opposition to our way of life?

-Turn with me to 1 Thes. 2:13-20—(history—Background of this new church)

1.  Vs. 13—Stability & Security comes from receiving and believing God’s Word.  No 
Substitutes!

-Power to Change---Sustain, Heal, Give Perspective, Comfort, Give Guidance, Hope!!

-Vs. 13, The way they received the Word, encouraged the hearts of P, T, & S.  

-1:6-7—(Review)—It’s the word of God not word of man that does this! 

-2 Tim. 3:16-17-----2 Peter 1:20-21----Psalm 19:7-9---The Word of God is not like any other 
book, it is Alive—Active, Powerful, the only thing that can change the human heart, it heals, it 
sustains, it gives guidance, it purifies, it brings strength in the midst of weakness!

-They Received the Word (into their hearts not just head knowledge) & Believed the Word (lived 
it, obeyed it)

-God’s commandments are His enablements (healing people for example).  When I receive and 
believe His Word His power goes to work in my life to accomplish His purposes.  
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-1:8—They also shared the Word!  Our personal views, theories, and opinions do not contain the 
power that God’s Word has!!! That’s why Paul, Silas, Timothy and these new believers shared 
the Word!  Why we must!!!!   Some questions to think on??????  

-Is God’s Word like food to you?  
-Do you value it so much that you refuse to let days and weeks go by without diving into it?
-Do you memorize, meditate (think on) His Word?   OR

-Have you allowed yourself excuses as to not get into His Word regularly?
-Do you tune out messages on Sunday morning or throughout the week where God’s word is 
preached?  Do you look for any excuse to miss Church, SS where God’s word is taught?
-Am I spending more time in the sports sections, business sections, TV, Internet that are not 
God’s Word than I do His Word?

-As we face opposition we must remember---there are no substitutes for receiving and 
believing God’s Word!  

2.  Vs. 14-16 Security & Stability in the face of opposition happens when we remember “We 
are not alone!”  

-When we face opposition for following Jesus, Satan goes to work with lies:
-God is holding out on you!
-He doesn’t love you, if He really loved you this would not be happening.
-If you were really walking closely with God your life would be perfect.

-Paul is pointing out, “THIS IS NORMAL.”  If fact, you may even want to rejoice that the evil 
one found you worthy to come after.  Satan has no need to kick a dead horse.  

-Everyone’s favorite Bible verse is 2 Timothy 3:12, “And indeed, all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” (NOT)

-God is not holding out on you in some way or not blessing you because you are in the midst of 
opposition, in fact he may end up using your situation to bless you beyond measure—though 
hard now---Examples from the Word---Abraham, Joseph, Esther, Ruth, Daniel, Paul—Jesus!!
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-Paul took these lies head on by reminding the church that their brothers and sisters in Christ 
who had gone before them and became Christians suffered from their fellow countrymen.  

-Acts 17:5, 13—Some of you know what it means to have your family think you are crazy 
because of your faith or to miss out on a promotion at work because of your walk with the Lord, 
or not get a job you are seeking after because you took a stand for Jesus Christ!  

-Paul wants you and these young believers to know, “You are not alone.”  Good, God honoring 
men and women down through the ages have been tortured, experienced mockings, beatings, 
imprisonments, stoning, sawn in two, they were tempted, put to death with the sword,  destitute, 
afflicted, ill-treated!  Your not the first to go through opposition because of your faith, nor will 
you be the last.

-Vs. 16---Charles Ryrie, “God sometimes allows His people to be persecuted in order to show 
the evil nature of men and the rightness of His judgment when it falls.  Gen. 15:16

-No one here likes to suffer.  It stinks and it is hard.  In fact if your like me you know that 
Ephesians 6 says, “to take up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the 
flaming missiles of the evil one.” 

-But sometimes it seems like I have a leaky shield, which is crazy because our shield is God 
Himself, (faith is how we appropriate what we have).  But sometimes it feels like the flaming 
missiles get through the shield---would you agree?  

-Dr. Mark Bubeck in “Overcoming the Adversary,” says, “As Satan’s fiery darts penetrate the 
shield of faith—if in God’s sovereignty He allows them to do so-they cease to be Satan’s flaming 
missiles.  Rather, they become the refining and purifying messengers of God’s love.  Fire can 
destroy, or it can refine.”  Satan has his purposes (to tear down) BUT God’s purposes are to 
(Build up)!  

-Just like in Ephesians 6, Paul here is saying, “You are not alone!”  We must stand with one 
another in the midst of these times to encourage, build up support and pray for one another!  
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-Understanding then, we have a Heavenly Father who is always with us, He will never leave or 
forsake us, turn His back on us, we too must be the kind of Church that cheers one another on, 
supports one another in the midst of Opposition!  

-We can Stand Secure & Stable with Others who have gone before us and walk beside us!

3.  Vs. 17-20, Security & Stability comes from remembering that God’s glory awaits!

-Vs. 17-18, Paul lived on the line not the dot!  Dr. Jim Eckman---Dot—living only today!
-Line—That which stretches into eternity!

-While not there in person but spirit—these people were in Paul’s heart.  Phil. 1:7

-He tried more than once to see them, but Satan hindered, thwarted, put obstacles in his way to 
hinder Paul from seeing them.  “John Calvin, Whenever the ungodly cause us trouble, they are 
fighting under the banner of Satan, and are his instruments for harassing us.”

-You see again Paul’s deep affection for these people.  He longed to get back there to help these 
young believers mature in their faith—

-Vs. 19-20, Then Paul goes a step further in his encouragement—Put yourself in this young 
churches place as they read this for the first time…….How would it make you feel????

-What Paul was saying is that when he stands before Jesus someday, the greatest blessing he 
could receive was “THEM!”  When life is over and I am with Jesus, Paul said, “you will be our 
glory and joy!”   Q.  How valued would you have felt?  

-1:8, Another part of Paul’s joy was that they were winning others to Christ and they too would 
be his joy and theirs as well in------glory!

-Questions to ponder---“Who will you present to the Lord when Christ returns?”
-Are you a part of anyone’s testimony?  
-Are you just waiting for the Lord or witnessing for the Lord doing your part in helping people 
grow in maturity?
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-Involvement in the personal lives of others---sharing the faith, encouraging in the faith to grow 
in maturity, and passing it on to those in the next generation—Remember Glory is coming!!!
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