
“What a Great Day that will be”
1 Thes. 4:13-18

Hook:  In parenting we learn that there are three things that our children, by the way, 
grandchildren, need from us:  A Secure Love, A Significant Purpose, & a Strong Hope!
Dr. Tim Kimmel in his book “Raising Truly Great Kids” talks about how essential this is for each 
person.  

-Friends, as Christ followers, walking down the tough roads of life, facing the curves, hills and 
other hazards we will face, I propose that we to must grab ahold of these and own them as well.

-There are many in our world and way to many Christians by the way, who don’t know how 
much God loves them, they don’t understand their purpose in life and they don’t have a clear 
hope for the future.  

-In 1 Thes. Remember Paul is addressing new believers, though they were standing firm in their 
faith, the gospel was spreading, they were suffering and would suffer greatly.  Paul wanted them 
to know how very much they were loved by the Lord & by the way how much he loved them!  
He wanted them to know how much their lives were making a difference for Jesus Christ 
because they were growing in understanding their clear purpose for living and now he wanted 
them to have a clear hope a great hope that would motivate them on to greater things!  

-He would now tell them the truth about what is to come and what in this should comfort them/us 
to look toward our future hope?    (Stand---Read---Pray)  Four things he wants us to see:

1.  Vs. 13-14, 15b, Death is done

-Asleep--Is a term used in the NT of believers who have died (Jesus used the same expression in 
John 11 in referring to Lazarus death.  He is not talking about the soul falling asleep, he has 
made clear in other passages that the soul of the believer went to be with the Lord:
 -2 Cor. 5:8, Phil. 1:23, 1 Thes. 5:10
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-What he is talking about is our BODY.  Our body is what sleeps.  James 2:26-“The body 
without the spirit is dead.”  So when a believer (explain salvation) in Jesus Christ dies, that 
persons spirit leaves the body to be with the Lord while the body sleeps and no longer functions.
The souls of those believers who have fallen asleep will join the Lord when He returns for His 
living saints!

-Jesus died so we would not have to fear death!  He took our place on the cross.  All our sin, 
shame, guilt, the judgment we deserve He took upon Himself.  As a result, those who have place 
their faith in Jesus Christ---when they take their final breath, their heart beats for the final time 
here on earth will be as ALIVE as they ever have been!!!!   

-Jesus Words in John 11:25-26

-When will this happen?  We don’t know, but Paul expected it to happen in his life time---Vs. 15 
& 17 note the “we.”  This is known as the “Doctrine of the Imminent Return of Jesus Christ.”

-1 Cor. 15:51-52, “Behold, I tell you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall all be changed.”  

-To many people get caught up in the signs and predictions instead of living as Paul did, 
believing that Christ could return at any moment.

-When a believer in Christ dies, loved one in the Lord, we grieve but not without hope!!!  We to 
should look forward to our future Hope with great expectation!

2.  The Ground of Truth we stand on!  Vs. 15a

 -Some believe that when one goes to the grave it is over—some have tried to solve the mystery 
of the afterlife—some try and talk to the dead or even pray for the dead—But God gave Paul this 
special revelation regarding His resurrection!  “THIS IS GOD’S WORD!”  From Him to us!!!

-Books like Heaven is for Real—or 90 min. in Heaven--compelling stories-But friends as WWW
“Why substitute human speculation for diving revelation.”  
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3.  Vs. 16-17a, A Family Reunion unlike any others is coming (the focus will not be on the 
family but on the head of the family!)

-Jesus will leave the right hand of the Father and listen to what it will sound like:  The Lord Jesus 
will issue the shout of command (kike he did with Lazarus).  The Voice of an Archangel (The 
angels will share in the victory when Christ returns).  There will be the sound of a trumpet (back 
then people were familiar with the trumpets:
 -Jews used this to declare war
 -Announce special times and seasons
 -Romans used the trumpet blast to announce a special persons arrival

-Remember  according to 1 Cor. 15:52 this will happen in the twinkle of an eye.  God’s people 
will hear, (those who are not Christ followers will wonder what is going on).

-The dead in Christ shall rise first.  They will receive glorified bodies: (Phil. 3:20-21, “For our 
citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; 
who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by 
the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.)

-But what about those who were burned at the stake, whose bodies were left in ashes or 
decomposed etc…”Listen up, This is not going to be God calling up the auto parts store and try 
and find a new body part here or there.”  He is not going to re construct your bodies.

-You and I are going to get a NEW resurrected body that will be glorified and fit for Heaven!  
-Those who are alive will be “caught up” (take speedily, quickly) together with them!  How great 
will this be!!!!   Reunited with loved ones!  Meeting saints of old.  People from all over the 
World with the Lord in the air!  This will be a family reunion unlike any other.  You will be with 
this family for eternity and the focus will NOT be on what your last name is—Shada’s here,…..
BUT ON HIS NAME!!!! The focus of our family reunion will be “THE LORD!”

-After the church is caught up—raptured—there will be judgment:  Judgment seat of Christ
Explain….Then White Throne Judgment
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-1 John 2:28 says, “And now, little children abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have 
confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.”  Shame---Not using our 
Time, Talents and Treasures to honor Him.

-Paul did not write this so we would fight with one another about the Lord’s return.  He wrote 
this so that we might know how to live in light of His coming!  If I  know He is coming any 
moment will that change the way I live?  You betcha!!!   How about you.
 
4.  Vs. 17b-18, Always with the Lord (Note the focus)

-We shall always be with the Lord.  Comfort, Hope, Security, Love, Purpose!!!!

-We shall See Him, Become Like Him, We will be With Him forever.

-What a Future 

-What a Hope

-What Love!

-Death separates---But Christ reunites

-Satan tears apart but Christ puts things back together

-THEREFORE COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS!  Remind one another-
teach one another,  focus on where were going not where were at!!
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