
Dear LFF Friends,

This Christmas season, in the midst of life and all it's trials, chaos, turmoil, pain and heartache all 
around us there is a beautiful message of Grace and Hope for our lives to reflect on.
  
-Grace---In the lineage of Christ are some pretty interesting characters as you study it.  There is 
a prostitute, a deceiver, a liar, there is a person who begin his life as a star worshipper.  All these, 
plus many more in this line have one thing in common, "The wonderful Grace of God on their 
life."  God in His infinate Grace and goodness, saw these tarnished, broken vessels and made 
them whole by His unconditional love and goodness.  He placed these people in the very linage 
of His Son to help each of us to see the beauty of His love and the richness of each person He has 
created for His glory.  No one, and I mean no one on earth is created a mistake, all have a divine 
purpose as we allow Him to work in and through us for His glory.  GRACE simply put is "God's 
Riches at Christs' Expense!"  I am so grateful for His unbounding Grace on our life!

-Hope---That beautiful word that is sure and steadfast, an anchor of our soul.  Not like the world 
gives---hope---I hope I will have this happen, I hope that person will follow through on their 
commitment, I hope.....you know, but the Hope of Christ is "Confident, Favorable Expectation 
of Future Good!"  In other words, the Hope He gives us can and never will fail, will not be take 
away but it is "SURE!"  The beauty of the stability, significance and security that comes from 
this kind of "Hope" is truly amazing.  

So my friends take a moment with me today to ponder His Grace and Hope for our life.  None of 
us have been put here by mistake, but in the assurance of the divine Hope that is ours in Christ 
we have the confidence to go forward for His glory, regardless!

Have a great week my friends,

Pastor Doug
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