
“What type of Church does God deserve us to be?”
                                              Revelation 3:7-13

Hook:  -Abraham Lincoln failed many times in his bid for political office and later
Became one of the USA’s top Presidents.  
-The inventor Thomas Edison, had 1000’s of inventions that failed, but one, the 
Light bulb changed the World.
-Alexander Graham Bell—before the Telephone---

-Many people fail to reach their full potential in life because they allow obstacles
Of one sort or another to hinder them instead of looking at all the opportunities before 
Them.

-Unbelief sees the obstacles, but faith sees the opportunities that are before us.

-What type of Church does God deserve us to be?  To determine that let’s turn to a clear 
Example in Scripture in Rev. 3:7-13 that we can learn from.

-Stand, read the text….Rev. 3:7-13—Pray

-Philadelphia means, “Love of the brethren.”  Certainly brotherly love is an important 
Mark of the Christians life.  
 -We are taught of God to love one another---1 Thes. 4:9
 -1 John 4:19 God the Father
 -John 13:34, God the Son
 -Rom. 5:5, God the Spirit 

-It is not enough to love fellow believers, we must also love a lost world and seek to 
Reach unbelievers with the good news of the Gospel of Christ!  

-This Church had a vision to reach a lost World--And God set before them an open door!

-Philadelphia was in a strategic place on the main route of the Imperial Post from Rome 
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To the East.  A place of tremendous opportunity.  Many Earthquakes, brought fear….

-1533 Estates located just outside Kearney---Kearney---a strategic place---Will we be the
Church He deserves us to be?  (If so the following will be in place in our ministry)

1.  We know Who we serve!  Vs. 7  (Not Doug Shada)  

-“He who is Holy,”  This is tantamount to declaring that Jesus is God!  Which of course He 
Is.  Jesus Christ is holy in His character, His words, His actions and His purposes.  He is
Uniquely set apart from everything else, and nothing can be compared to Him.  (Also)
-“Who is True,” Genuine.  He is the original, not a copy, the authentic God and not a 
Manufactured one!
-Rev. 6:10, when the martyrs in Heaven addressed the Lord,, they called Him “Holy
And True.”

-Not only is He Holy & True, but “He has the authority to open and close doors.”

-An “Open Door” speaks of an opportunity for ministry.  (let’s look at some scripture)
 - Acts 14:27
 -1 Cor. 16:9
 -2 Cor. 2:12
 -Col. 4:3

-Chris tis the Lord of the harvest and the head of the Church, and it is He who determines
Where and when His people shall serve.

2.  We know our responsibility!  Keep His Word & Not Deny His name!  Vs. 8

-“It is not the size or the strength of the church that determines its ministry, but faith in
The call and command of the Lord!”

-“God’s commandments are God’s enablements!”  If Jesus Christ gives us an open door,
Then He would see to it that we are able to walk through it.  
 Martin Luther, “Did we in our own strength confide, Our striving would be losing.
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            Were not the right man on our side, The Man of God’s own choosing.”  

3.  We know there will be Obstacles to try and hinder the Church  Vs. 8, 9

-1.  Lack of Strength and Numbers.  Were just not that big—We don’t have that many
People, we don’t have the resources.  We have Christ in us the Hope of glory!

2.  There will be opposition.  From without and from within. 
 -Without—People mocking, lying about, falsley accusing the church.  Remembering
                              Our battle is not against flesh and blood!!!  Our battle is Satan & his
                              Allies.

 -Within—I think we need to be about this or that.  God sets the agenda, we are to
                            Follow what He has set before us.  

-Opportunities and Obstacles!  Unbelief sees the obstacles, faith sees the opportunities!  
Since The Lord holds the keys, He is in control of the outcome.  WE are to walk by faith 
in the Living, loving, life giving, life changing God.    

-Fear, Unbelief & delay have caused the church to miss many God-given opportunities.

-The Savior gave three wonderful and encouraging promises to this church

1.  He would take care of the enemies Vs. 9.  If we take care of His work, He will take care
Of our battles!

2.  He would keep them from tribulation Vs. 10, 11

3.  God would honor them Vs. 12

-The symbolism, many lived in fear of earthquakes.  Pillars in the Temple!

-His pillars are faithful people who bear His name for His glory.  Gal. 2:9, “And 
Recognizing the grace that had been given to me, James and Peter and John, who

”What Type of Church Does God 
Deserve Us To Be?”, Pastor Dougʼs Sermon, 01/20/2013



Were reputed to be pillars, gave to me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, 
That we might go to the Gentiles, and they to the circumcised.”

-I love what I see God doing at LFF.  He has set before us many open doors, here and
Around the land.  

+He opens the doors, we must work, be faithful to Him to See the opportunities and 
not focus on the obstacles

Close Vs. 13

”What Type of Church Does God 
Deserve Us To Be?”, Pastor Dougʼs Sermon, 01/20/2013


