
Dear LFF Friends,

Thank you for your prayers and wonderful show of support while on this last trip to 
Africa.  What an amazing time to see God working like He is in another part of the World 
in changing lives through the gospel of Christ and giving hope where there is great 
hopelessness through the life changing truths of His Word!  It is wonderfully exciting to 
see the difference it makes when Christ followers choose to "Cross out the I" and live for 
His glory regardless of the cost.  Thank you Martin Simiyu and your staff with 
Possibilities Africa for modeling this for me, again!  (Friends, in a few short years since 
PA has been in existence in bringing "holistic transformation" to the villages of Kenya 
and now Malawi they have grown from impacting 4 villages to over 28.  That means that 
hundreds of thousands of people in these two countries are growing in Christ through 
the power of the Holy Spirit that uses the teaching of His Word to impact their total 
being (holistically; spiritually, economically, educationally, and health wise).

While sitting in my hotel room in Africa I was thinking that Christ followers do not have to 
go to Africa, or India or some other third world country to be obedient to the call of 
Christ.  What we must do, is each of us, in the sphere of influence He puts us in, must 
choose to represent Christ with our words, our character and our thought life.  One aptly 
put it this way, "This is our Esther moment," we have been born for such a time as this 
to represent Christ and His Gospel message to all those He has put us around, it might 
be the store clerk at the grocery store, or the waiter at the restaurant, or our next door 
neighbor, where ever He puts us, we are to make His Name famous, by living and 
speaking in a manner worthy of our calling as Christ followers!  Each of us will have 
varying "Sphere's of influence" and all of us as His followers have the command to be 
"Salt and Light" in a dark and decaying World.  

So friends, what an honor it is to co labor with Christ in His harvest field, where He puts 
each of us!  I like this statement from the Apostle Paul, "It is the Lord Christ I serve."  
For that to happen consistently, truly, the "I of my life must be crossed out 
(Galatians 2:20)!"  

Have a great day friends and thanks again for praying and caring,
 
Pastor Doug
___________________________________________________
___________________________
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-Thank you to Jake Messersmith and Brad Johnson as well as the men from 
the Men'sLeadership team who filled in the gap during my absence.  What a 
joy it has been to hear the good reports of your service.
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