
                                            “Preparing 4 Easter”

Hook:  Easter, arguably the most significant event in the history of mankind!  Will our 
Heart be prepared, then again, “Is it prepared each and every Lord’s day we come to
Worship?

-Acts 21:7, “And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
Bread, Paul begin talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged 
His message until midnight.”  The Church met on the first day of the week to worship, 
To honor the Resurrected Christ.

-The next four Sundays we will “Preparing 4 Easter” by looking at four very significant
Truths from the Word of God of what took place that first Good Friday & Easter long ago
And the impact for our lives.  We will close each service with the wonderful celebration of
Communion….Why….Remembering His Death, Burial & Resurrection until He comes.

-Prayer….

-Three crosses were prepared by the Romans for three Criminals.  On two of the crosses
Thieves were to hang.  The middle cross was prepared for a notorious criminal who had 
Been guilty of treason against the Roman Empire.  Yet Barabbas never found his way to
That cross which had been prepared for him.  Sentence had been passed upon him; he had
Been found guilty by the Roman court; he deserved to die for his behavior; “Yet another
Took his place.  And on that middle cross that fateful day hung not Barabbas, the convicted
Criminal, but One in whose lips there had been found no guile.  In the place of Barabbas
There stood One of whom Pilate and Herod repeatedly had to say, “We find no fault in
Him.”  And if Barabbas per chance had been attracted to that scene on Golgotha’s brow, 
He could have looked up to that middle cross which had truly been prepared for him, and he
Could have said, “There hangs Another in the place that was rightly mine.”  I was found 
Guilty, and yet He is there instead of me.”  Barabbas went away a free man, not because of
his innocence but because another took his place.  

-This is known as the great “Substitution!”  From before the creation of the world it was 
God’s purpose to send His Son into the world so that His Son might display the infinite
Grace of God through His death, burial and resurrection.”  5 Questions to think on
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Dear Friends,

The essentials and true power of prayer cannot go understated for the Christ 
follower.  I was and am encouraged by the motive for which Paul prayed which 
was out of a deep abiding love for Christ and His people.  Understanding their 
great need and his great need to grow deeper in the depths of prayer.  Read with 
me from Ephesians 3:14-19, "For this reason, I bow my knees before the Father, 
from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name, that He would 
grant you according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power 
through His Spirit in the inner man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith, and that you being rooted and ground in love may be able to 
comprehend with all the saints what the breadth and length and height and 
depth, and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may 
be filled up to all the fulness of God."

Paul shows his great love for fellow believers by sharing with them a prayer he 
prays for them because they are a part of His spiritual family.  He loved and 
cared for them and the depth of this prayer of wanting their best is wonderfully 
amazing and a great example for us to follow.  I often use this prayer for both my 
personal family and church family. 

Friends, take a moment and pray this for those you care for in your family and for 
your christian friends.  Then ponder some of the depth that it has for us in what 
Paul is asking God for on the believers behalf, some thoughts on this, "That each 
of us would know, understand and walk in the riches He has for us of His power 
to live each day.  That we would know His and truly experience His Spirit dwells 
within us, His very being abides with us and from that we would be solidly rooted 
in love, His love for one another and for those of the whole world.  That we would 
understand how great a love He has for us!!!!!!  WOW....

To learn to pray scripture, to call on the Lord with His very own words to 
accomplish, build into and assist each of us down life's path is wonderfully 
powerful and amazing.  Praying with and for one another is also very 
encouraging.  Take time to grow in this discipline with me friends.  He will make a 
wonderful difference in and through our lives as we do this.
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Your friend,

Pastor Doug

PS:  Note the closing vs. to this great prayer, "Now to Him 
who is able to do exceeding abundantly beyond all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that works within us, 
to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations forever and ever.  Amen.
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