
                                            “Preparing 4 Easter”

Hook:  Easter, arguably the most significant event in the history of mankind!  Will our 
Heart be prepared, then again, “Is it prepared each and every Lord’s day we come to
Worship?

-Acts 21:7, “And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
Bread, Paul begin talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged 
His message until midnight.”  The Church met on the first day of the week to worship, 
To honor the Resurrected Christ.

-The next four Sundays we will “Preparing 4 Easter” by looking at four very significant
Truths from the Word of God of what took place that first Good Friday & Easter long ago
And the impact for our lives.  We will close each service with the wonderful celebration of
Communion….Why….Remembering His Death, Burial & Resurrection until He comes.

-Prayer….

-Three crosses were prepared by the Romans for three Criminals.  On two of the crosses
Thieves were to hang.  The middle cross was prepared for a notorious criminal who had 
Been guilty of treason against the Roman Empire.  Yet Barabbas never found his way to
That cross which had been prepared for him.  Sentence had been passed upon him; he had
Been found guilty by the Roman court; he deserved to die for his behavior; “Yet another
Took his place.  And on that middle cross that fateful day hung not Barabbas, the convicted
Criminal, but One in whose lips there had been found no guile.  In the place of Barabbas
There stood One of whom Pilate and Herod repeatedly had to say, “We find no fault in
Him.”  And if Barabbas per chance had been attracted to that scene on Golgotha’s brow, 
He could have looked up to that middle cross which had truly been prepared for him, and he
Could have said, “There hangs Another in the place that was rightly mine.”  I was found 
Guilty, and yet He is there instead of me.”  Barabbas went away a free man, not because of
his innocence but because another took his place.  

-This is known as the great “Substitution!”  From before the creation of the world it was 
God’s purpose to send His Son into the world so that His Son might display the infinite
Grace of God through His death, burial and resurrection.”  5 Questions to think on
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Dear Friends,

It seems like life is full of obstacles, hardships, un-expected illnesses, and just 
plain ole hard things to have to deal with on a regular basis.  Sometimes we find 
ourselves hitting walls where we face discouragement, becoming frustrated and 
get anxious about one or more of these things.  

I am challenged to "Keep on keeping on" regardless of the trials, hardships that 
come our way.  Scripture is not silent on this issue as most of us know.  
Persevering in the face of life and all it's curve balls it throws out at us is so vital 
for the Christ follower as we walk down life's path.  That very word 
"Perseverance" means to "stay on," "to continue on in a course of action in the 
face of difficulty with little or no prospect of success."  

Let's look at some of the texts from His Word for our encouragement;
Romans 8:25, "But if we hope for what we do not see, with perseverance we wait 
eagerly for it."
Romans 15:4,5, "For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our 
instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the scriptures 
we might have hope.  Now may the God who gives perseverance and 
encouragement grant you to be of the same mind with one another according to 
Christ Jesus.."
1 Timothy 4:16, "Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere 
in these things, for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and 
for those who hear you." (Making sure our teaching and doctrine is sound so as 
people see our life of perseverance and hear our words the gospel will go forth)
Hebrews 10:39, "But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of 
those who have faith to the preserving of the soul." 

Our heritage as Christ followers is one of perseverance my friends.  I won't take 
time to type these out here but take a moment and look at those Christ followers 
who have gone on before us who have persevered through some of life's most 
difficult circumstances from Hebrews 11:32-40, "oh my," what perseverance they 
had and example they are for each of us.  
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Friends, as we walk down life's path none of us are immune to the difficulties a 
fallen world will throw out at us.  We don't have to be blindsided by hardships and 
knocked off course or even blame God (remember where sin, sickness and death 
came from).  The joy we have in the midst of all this is when we fix our eyes on 
Jesus and the eternal life that is set before us we can endure all things, "WELL" 
for His glory.  

Have a great day friends and may each of us persevere with "JOY" regardless.... 
for His glory until He calls us home!

Your friend,  
 
Pastor Doug
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