
Dear Friends, 

We live in a crazy mixed up World as we all know.  It doesn't have to be just on 
the National scene, look around, understand the sphere of influence we are in 
and what is going on all around us and you will see, hurt, pain, suffering, 
tolerance of all kinds for all kinds of sins and sadly the acceptance in the 
Christian community of said issues.  What is needed in our midst?  What must 
we do as Christ followers?

I am challenged with these and many more issues and so desiring to live "well," 
"rightly" for His glory.  In a very troubled time, and a very troubled Church long 
ago the Apostle Paul addressed these and many other issues like these in His 
Inspired writings.  Read with me 1 Corinthians 16:13, 14, "Be on the alert, stand 
firm in the faith, act like men, be strong.  Let all that you do be done in love."  

The Christian is challenged to not stand and move in the negative direction the 
society is going, instead to be on the alert----Understand the significance of being 
firmly rooted and grounded in God's Truth, so we will not take detours, get side 
tracked or knocked off course.  Know what the Word has to say about life and 
issues, be alert to the battle raging all around us and:
-Stand firm in the faith---Oh, how this is needed in our land.  In a day and age 
where scripture is being watered down from the pulpit, people are choosing 
feelings over fact and faith, may we "be secure in our footing what His truth is 
and has to say for our life, marriages, homes and how we handle our finances 
and friends.  The writer urges--Be secure--Stand Firm!

-He also urges us "to act like men," now ladies this is gender neutral, it literally 
means to "be courageous."  Don't be afraid, but with steel in our spine, and 
boldness of spirit may we communicate with authority and power from Him.  
Doing the right things the right way for the right reason!  

-To be Strong--We have all that is necessary for life and godliness living within us 
as Christ followers, we have the Resurrection power of the Holy Spirit indwelling, 
so power????  We have all we need all we must do is use it.
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-The last part of the text is so vital, "do all in that unconditional, sacrificial and 
servant love" that Christ modeled for us!  That love for one another that was 
exemplified by Christ going to the Cross for our sin!  That love that says, we will 
go next door to support and encourage someone in need because He is worth 
this!  That love that will sacrificially serve while others will not.  That love that is 
more concerned with Christ example being seen than our image!  

What is needed as one said, is "Real deal Christ followers."  I like that, and have 
had the privilege of seeing some in action recently, may I/we be counted in that 
group.

Have a great week friends!

Pastor Doug
________________________________________
____________________________
-Beginning this Sunday at LFF we will be "Preparing our 
Heart 4 Easter."  The next four Sundays as we move 
toward celebrating the single greatest event in human 
history we will look at some great and foundational truths 
Good Friday and Easter has for us!  Invite friends to join 
you, not just for the Easter service but each of these four 
weeks. 
-This Sunday immediately following the service we will be 
having our Congregational Meeting at the Merryman.  I do 
hope your able to attend!
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