
                                            “Preparing 4 Easter”

Hook:  Easter, arguably the most significant event in the history of mankind!  Will our 
Heart be prepared, then again, “Is it prepared each and every Lord’s day we come to
Worship?

-Acts 21:7, “And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
Bread, Paul begin talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged 
His message until midnight.”  The Church met on the first day of the week to worship, 
To honor the Resurrected Christ.

-The next four Sundays we will “Preparing 4 Easter” by looking at four very significant
Truths from the Word of God of what took place that first Good Friday & Easter long ago
And the impact for our lives.  We will close each service with the wonderful celebration of
Communion….Why….Remembering His Death, Burial & Resurrection until He comes.

-Prayer….

-Three crosses were prepared by the Romans for three Criminals.  On two of the crosses
Thieves were to hang.  The middle cross was prepared for a notorious criminal who had 
Been guilty of treason against the Roman Empire.  Yet Barabbas never found his way to
That cross which had been prepared for him.  Sentence had been passed upon him; he had
Been found guilty by the Roman court; he deserved to die for his behavior; “Yet another
Took his place.  And on that middle cross that fateful day hung not Barabbas, the convicted
Criminal, but One in whose lips there had been found no guile.  In the place of Barabbas
There stood One of whom Pilate and Herod repeatedly had to say, “We find no fault in
Him.”  And if Barabbas per chance had been attracted to that scene on Golgotha’s brow, 
He could have looked up to that middle cross which had truly been prepared for him, and he
Could have said, “There hangs Another in the place that was rightly mine.”  I was found 
Guilty, and yet He is there instead of me.”  Barabbas went away a free man, not because of
his innocence but because another took his place.  

-This is known as the great “Substitution!”  From before the creation of the world it was 
God’s purpose to send His Son into the world so that His Son might display the infinite
Grace of God through His death, burial and resurrection.”  5 Questions to think on
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-1.  Why was this Substitution needed?  

-Gen. 2:16-17—“the necessity for substitution arises out of the righteous and holy demands
Of a righteous and Holy God, that sinner should be punished for their sins.  At the time God
Created man and placed him in the Garden of Ede, a restriction was placed upon His 
Creatures……
-Ezekiel 18:4, “the soul who sins will die.”  A death penalty was affixed to this restriction laid 
down by God.  
-Rom. 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death….but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.
-Rom. 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  

-2.  What does Substitution mean?:  One does something for another’s good, or in another’s 
behalf.
When Jesus Christ is presented as the Substitute, in this sense, He is offering Himself 
For our benefit; He is performing an act for our good; He is performing a service on our
Behalf!”  

-3.  Was the Substitutionary death of Christ Prophesied?:  Is. 53:4-6

-4.  Is this greaet doctrine of Substitution taught in the Scriptures?:
 -Luke 22:19-20
 -John 10:15
 -Rom. 5:8
 -Gal. 3:13—Jesus Christ was cursed—not because He merited a curse by God for
              There was no sin in Him—He was cursed on our behalf, for our benefit.  Because 
              He assumed a curse that was not His own, but a curse that was ours, the benefit and 
              Blessing of redemption and salvation come to us through Him!
 -1 Tim 2:6
 -1 Pet. 2:21, 
 -1 Pet. 3:18
 -1 Pet. 4:1

-Jesus Christ offered Himself without spot as a sacrifice to God—not out of some selfish 
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Motive, not because of what would come to Him through His offering, but for our good and
For our benefit.  

-Jesus Christ in His death had one thought, and that was to provide for our good, for our
Benefit, for our blessing!

-Matt. 20:28—He died in our place—He took upon Himself the guilt that was ours and 
Endured in His own body the wrath that should have fallen upon us, and made an acceptable
Payment to God which God reckoned as our payment when by faith we accepted Jesus Christ
As our Substitute.

-Heb. 7:23-27—He was an acceptable substitute because He is God in the flesh, because
He identified Himself with men, and because he is spate from men, he could offer Himself
As a substitute for men!

-2 Cor. 5:21, “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might 
Become the righteousness of God in Him.”

-“We can stand at the foot of the cross as darkness descends over Calvary’s brow, and we 
Can look up to the One hanging on the middle cross and say, “That is the cross prepared for
Me, God rightly judged me as a sinner, and justly pronounced sentence upon me.  But I go
Free because Another hangs there for me.  He gave Himself for my benefit;  He gave 
Himself in my place.  HE IS MY SUBSTITUTE!”
-5.  How should I respond to The Substitutionary Death of Christ on the Cross?:  

-For those who have never put their faith and trust in Christ as their Substitute---

-For those of us who have:  Worship---Praise---Surrender---Obedience---Service
 
-Communion    Preparing 4 Easter…..
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