
Dear Friends,

We all will admit that opposition to our faith as Christ followers is not easy to swallow or 
handle, especially when we see "getting even" as a natural response all around us.  The 
Christ follower must be different though, don't you think?  We should not expect anything 
from darkness than darkness.  So when evil happens in and around us, of all kinds, I expect 
that because that is what people will do apart from Christ.  I expect that the world will hate 
us, as it hated Christ, and His followers down through the ages.

So how are we to "Stand Against this Darkness" that is all around us you ask?  Christian 
friends we must be different, we must be men and women who have their eyes fixed on 
Christ, responding in worship to our worthy Lord, the study of His Word, growing in the 
discipline of prayer.  To know every day we need the Power of the Holy Spirit to flow forth in 
us to flow forth through us to bring glory to Christ through our life.  

As I have been challenged friends, remember, "We will not save America," BUT "We can 
see American's saved!"  Living our life, showing forth the "love of Christ according to His 
truth" IS SO VITAL!  Jim Cymballa in his book, "Spirit Rising," challenges us as believers to 
"love people of all makes, shapes, sizes, the way Christ loves us!"  Now that takes the Spirit 
of Christ being in total control of our being wouldn't you say?  I sure know this to be true for 
my life.  I can't do this on my own, I have to have His Spirit, reigning and ruling in and 
through me to bring glory to Christ and to love people consistently for His honor!

Today, may each of us be found with this prayer on our lips, "That God would enable us to 
see people the way He sees them and to feel what He feels no matter what."  It's what Paul 
calls, "a life worthy of the Lord" (Col. 1:10).  A loving person, or better yet, a church full of 
loving people, has tremendous power to influence people for God!  May that be said of of 
and the church we represent!

Have a great day friends standing against the darkness,  

Doug
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