
                                            “Preparing 4 Easter”

Hook:  Easter, arguably the most significant event in the history of mankind!  Will our 
Heart be prepared, then again, “Is it prepared each and every Lord’s day we come to
Worship?

-Acts 21:7, “And on the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break
Bread, Paul begin talking to them, intending to depart the next day, and he prolonged 
His message until midnight.”  The Church met on the first day of the week to worship, 
To honor the Resurrected Christ.

-The next four Sundays we will “Preparing 4 Easter” by looking at four very significant
Truths from the Word of God of what took place that first Good Friday & Easter long ago
And the impact for our lives.  We will close each service with the wonderful celebration of
Communion….Why….Remembering His Death, Burial & Resurrection until He comes.

-Prayer….

-Three crosses were prepared by the Romans for three Criminals.  On two of the crosses
Thieves were to hang.  The middle cross was prepared for a notorious criminal who had 
Been guilty of treason against the Roman Empire.  Yet Barabbas never found his way to
That cross which had been prepared for him.  Sentence had been passed upon him; he had
Been found guilty by the Roman court; he deserved to die for his behavior; “Yet another
Took his place.  And on that middle cross that fateful day hung not Barabbas, the convicted
Criminal, but One in whose lips there had been found no guile.  In the place of Barabbas
There stood One of whom Pilate and Herod repeatedly had to say, “We find no fault in
Him.”  And if Barabbas per chance had been attracted to that scene on Golgotha’s brow, 
He could have looked up to that middle cross which had truly been prepared for him, and he
Could have said, “There hangs Another in the place that was rightly mine.”  I was found 
Guilty, and yet He is there instead of me.”  Barabbas went away a free man, not because of
his innocence but because another took his place.  

-This is known as the great “Substitution!”  From before the creation of the world it was 
God’s purpose to send His Son into the world so that His Son might display the infinite
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Tired of the battles, weary of all the pressures......

Dear Christian Friend,

Have you found yourself weary and tired lately?  As we look at the world stage 
and all that is happening in it and the negative connotations upon 
Christianity....oh my...it just seems like it never ceases and, yes, those words, 
tired & weary are often on our lips.

I am challenged, especially as I get older, that I don't allow these sentiments to 
take root, yes, they are feelings that happen, but they don't need to take root in 
our life and control us.  

The story of Caleb in Joshua 14 is a great testimony to me, and I hope to us as 
we move forward in an ever challenging society to be and do what God has 
called us to be about.  Remember it was Joshua and Caleb who were the only 
two that survived from their generation to enter the promised land that God had 
given the children of Israel.  Read with me from Joshua 14:10-12, "Now behold, 
the Lord has let me live, just as He spoke, these forty-five years, from the time 
that the Lord spoke this word to Moses, when Israel walked in the wilderness; 
and now behold, I am 85 years old today.  I am still as strong today as I was in 
the day Moses sent me; as my strength was then, so my strength is now, for war 
and for going out and coming in."  Caleb then goes on to ask Joshua to give him 
the land which was promised to him from years past.  Never mind he is 85 and 
that fierce warriors were on this land and would not easily give it up, there would 
be hard battles to fight.  Never mind that the land was difficult to get to.  God had 
promised and Caleb was now ready to possess!  

We know the rest of the story that Caleb, at 85, as human as each of us, did 
possess the land and claim his inheritance.  We have some indication how my 
friends, that is so good for me/us, from 14:14b, "Because he followed the Lord 
God fully!"
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Friends, may our obedience and faithfulness to the commands and truths the 
Lord has given us with our eyes fixed on Him be the driving mark of our life!  May 
we understand we have everything necessary for life and godliness dwelling 
within us through the Holy Spirit of promise to accomplish what He has set before 
us, regardless....of how old we might be.  

Have you found that being tired and weary is a horizontal focus and not a vertical 
focus?  I am not saying we don't need to rest and be refreshed at times, so vital, 
but staying in the battle well for His glory is so vital.

Have a great day friends

Pastor Doug

”Tired of Battles, Weary of 
Pressures”, Pastor Dougʼs Newsletter, 04/03/2013


