
                                                                                                
                                                       Subject: Light in the darkness...

Dear Friends,

I don't like the darkness, I can't see where I am going & I don't know what's 
hiding around the corner...  I am one of those who was scared of my own shadow 
at times growing up..lol.  I have since grown out of that and understand many 
things about the darkness and light that are helpful as I walk down life's path.

When a light enters the darkness it illuminates all the stumbling blocks and 
obstacles that might be in the way.  Scripture is clear that some 2000 years ago 
"Light" entered the cold dark World of sin and illuminated the awfulness and 
destructiveness that the World was in.  Jesus Christ  offers hope and deliverance 
from the pain a dark and sin filled world brings about.

In John 8 and Vs. 12 we read Jesus' words, "I am the light of the world; he who 
follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."  When 
we come to faith in Christ and grow in Him He illuminates the darkness from our 
past and forgives and accepts us totally, completely and loves us unconditionally 
and tells us to go and sin no more.  I love this statement I found years ago, 
"Christians are not sinless, they just sin less and less."  So true when we 
understand the need for confession and repentance that He deserves!

In Matthew chapter 5 Jesus is speaking to His disciples (for which we are 
descendents) and told them in Vs. 14, "You are the light of the world."  WOW!

Friends, God has placed us here on earth as His followers to shine forth the light, 
love, truth and hope that only He can offer to a world steeped in disobedience 
and unfaithful to His truth (remember he is the One who determines what truth is, 
man does not).  The more we draw to His light, getting to know Him more 
personally, understanding His passion for a sin filled, lost world, the more we will 
be like Him & He will radiate through us for His glory.
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Friends, no matter how dark the World we live in get's, don't run away from our 
responsibility to represent Him in the market place, honoring Him with our 
speech, thought life and character.  Making sure we shine forth His light, love, 
truth to those we are around.  No need to compromise His truth, instead-----shine 
brightly in the midst of the darkness all around, regardless of the personal cost to 
us.

Have a bright day Christian friends,

Doug
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