
                                                                                                
                                                         Dear Friends,

We live in an ever changing and troubling world.  There is so much to deal with 
when we consider the evil all around us.  The Boston Bombings, the Abortionist/
Murderer killing innocent children, the Nuclear threat from.....well you get the 
point then on top of all that we have to deal with getting older and our body not 
reacting the way it used to.  It seems like "Darkness abounds," what are we to do 
as Christ followers?

I have thought a lot about this in recent days and I believe Christians, like never 
before need to grasp the truth that Jesus gives us in Matthew 5 and Vs. 13-16.  
You have read this many times but He is saying that His followers are the 
individuals who influence those who are in walking in darkness all around us.  
We are called Salt and Light as Christ followers.  Though we cannot save 
America, we can see Americans saved!  Though we won't stop the decaying 
World we can delay it by penetrating our World with the hope, love, truth and 
power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, just the way biblical "salt" is supposed to!  

I do believe it is time for Christians to understand we have been changed from 
"Clay to Salt and delivered out of Darkness into His glorious light," and because 
of this we cannot and must not keep this wonderful truth unto ourselves.  I think it 
is powerfully important that we "do good" and our "character" is excellent before 
people, but I also believe we need to be unashamed of sharing the good news of 
Jesus Christ with those God has put us around, and share the life changing 
message of the gospel with those He puts in our path.

Pray for one another, for those in your studies, pray for Christ followers around 
the land this simple prayer, "that utterance may be given to us in the opening of 
our mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel , for which we 
are an ambassador.....that in proclaiming it we may speak boldly as we ought to 
speak." (Eph. 6:19).

I am thrilled to know the truth that Christ has won the war for us and that for all 
eternity we will be with Him in glory.  I want to make sure as many as possible 
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hear that good news and have the chance to receive Him as their Savior and 
Lord.  

Pushing against the darkness that is before us is not, will not be, never has been 
easy but it is so important that we do for that is "Who" we are and "What" we 
must be about as His followers!  

Yours for His glory,  

Doug
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