
                                          Standing Against the Darkness #3

Hook:  Author/Speaker, Philip Yancey describes a visit with Pastor Allen Yuan, who helped
to found the house church movement in China during the Japanese occupation, Yuan, 90 yrs 
old at the time of his interview with Yancey, had spent 22 yrs in prison.  He had been tortured
and spent months in solitary confinement in a windowless cell.  “I pulled the blankets over my
head and prayed.  For 10 yrs no letters from my family got through.  I had no Bible, but a few
passages and psalms stayed with me,”  Yuan recounted.  The pastor spent 13 yrs of his 
sentence in China’s most northern province.  “It was a miracle! I had only a light jacket and
in the freezing winter weather I never caught a cold or the flu.  Not sick a single day!” Yuan
testified.  Pastor Yuan is convinced that persecution is not only inevitable but also profitable
for believers.  “We live in a time like the apostles.  Christians here are persecuted, yes.  But
look at Hong Kong and Taiwan—they have prosperity, but they don’t seek God.  I tell you, 
I came out of that prison with faith stronger than I went in.  Like Joseph, we don’t know why
we go through hard times until later, looking back.  Think of it: we in China may soon have
the largest Christian community in the world, and in an atheistic state that tried to stamp it
out.”

-Friends, If we are going to make an eternal difference in society we must stand against the
darkness all around us:  As we have learned in humility we must be;
 -Obedient unto the Lord
 -Caring, Compassionate people
 -Witnessing with our character/speech and the Gospel
 -Sacrificing and Encouraging men and women for His glory

-We have learned “Standing Against the Darkness” is very effective as we stand together as
a body of Christ in the Church.  The local church when united under one Mission, with 
Passion in one accord is like a “light house” in a storm!  So vital in our world!

-We must understand some others things about “Standing in the Darkness” not every one 
will like what we are doing---we won’t always receive justice in this world.  
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-There will be persecution.  Mark 10:30, John 16:33, “In the world you have tribulation, 
but take courage; I have overcome the World.” 

-Paul highlights some of the suffering he had endured because of his fearless proclamation:
-2 Cor. 11:24-27---

-Heb. 11:35-38 (read)

-Believers around the world have experienced and continue to experience persecution, 
Today!

-Persecution defined:  “Negative consequences one experiences because of  their efforts to
Act as salt in restraining evil, or light in their efforts to share the gospel with others.”

-The degree to which you experience persecution as a believer is dependent upon two 
Factors:  
1.  The intensity of your conviction will determine the intensity of the persecution
2.  The extent of the persecution is determined by the spiritual climate of the culture
     in which one lives.

-How should we respond to what I believe will be an escalating attack against Christians?
 -Heb. 10:25—Encourage one another as the day draws near

-Five thoughts as we “Stand Against the Darkness:”  

1.  1 Peter 4:12-13  Persecution is “Certain

-Peter is saying for those who choose to follow Christ, Persecution is the rule rather than
the exception for those who have chosen to follow Christ

-1 Peter 2:21-23

-Why would a loving God not only permit but actually plan for us to suffer?

2.  It is Profitable,  James 1:2-4

-Testing---means approved, describes the process of firing a piece of pottery in an over.

-WWW, “When we are in the oven of God’s testing, He always has His hand on the
thermostat and His eye on the clock.  He knows how long and how much!”

-Matt. 5:11-12, Luke 6:22-23 states the same truth!  It’s profitable for us as individuals!

LFF Sermon Notes" Sunday, May 5, 2013



-It’s profitable for the church----Acts 8:1,4

-When the church is pressed it expands….

3.  1 Peter. 1:6, It is Temporary

-Little while…..

-Paul calls what he went through “Momentary, light affliction.”  2 Cor. 4:17-18

-“Paul is not in any way diminishing the pain many believers (like himself) experience 
from persecution.  But when compared to the weight of God’s rewards that believers
will experience for eternity, such suffering can only be accurately described as light.”

4.  Heb. 12:1,2---1 Peter 3:14-15, Endure 

5.  Rom. 5:3,4, Persevere!

Steadfastness—Patiently for His glory!

Close

-Christian Friends, persecution is imminent, it is needed in the church to get us out
of our comfort zones and in the front lines, seeking to bring Him the glory He
deserves with every facet of our life.

-Standing against the Darkness is so vital!
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