
Dear Friends, 
Many times throughout the day I catch myself being more like the Jews in the dessert 
than the Christ follower He deserves me to be.  Let me explain, while the Jews were 40 
years in the dessert they often grumbled about this condition and that situation.  They 
went about murmuring, or complaining about this leadership or the lack there of, that 
Moses and Aaron provided.  They often fought with one another, bickering, disputing 
with each other about this or that.....  All this after they saw the powerful hand of God 
work in freeing them from Egypt, the cloud of God and Pillar of fire that led them, the 
miracle of the Red Sea, the deliverance from the Egyptian army, the food and water 
provision by the very hand of God, and still they complained, grumbled, murmured and 
fought with one another.  

Oh, my, it is so true that these things happened as examples for us (1 Cor. 10:10-11) to 
learn from and grow as a result of learning from the mistakes that they made on their 
wilderness journey.

Friends, we to are on a journey in the wilderness (world) heading down the path of life 
toward glory, so the instructions of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 2:14-16a are so vital 
for us to obey and consistently follow, "Do all things without grumbling or disputing; that 
you may prove yourselves to be blameless and innocent, children of God above re-
proach in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you appear as 
lights in thee world, holding fast the word of life..."  

All things????  Yup! Step back with me and ask what good does it do when we grumble, 
complain, pick at?  If were honest, not much at all!  Instead giving a blessing, encourag-
ing, setting the groundwork for the gospel of Christ to not only be lived but shared, what 
a difference we could make if as Christ followers we learned from the children of Israel's  
negative example and heeded this command from scripture.  So good for me to chew 
on!  

Have a great day friends, walking in a manner He is worthy of!

Doug
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