
P U R S U I N G  W I S D O M  I N  A N  U N W I S E  W O R L D

Psalm 90:12 says, “Teach us to number our days so that we may present a hart 
of wisdom”  How do we do that?  How can each day be filled with a pursuit of 
wisdom and integrity?  This is my 39th year working in public schools, 35 of them 
as a school counselor.  Helping students think about character and reputation is 
important to their career future.  But I often question how to emphasize making 
wise decisions in a world that contradicts God’s wisdom?

Proverbs 3 provides a path to developing that lifestyle of wisdom everyday.

2 - What is Wisdom

Intro:  There are many examples of public leaders who build character in 
others.  Coach John Wooden has been an excellent mentor to others.

What is wisdom?  

3 - Webster’s Dictionary - wisdom

• The	  application	  of	  knowledge	  and	  principles	  based	  on	  experience	  in	  God’s	  
Word,	  godly	  judgment,	  and	  effective	  decision	  making 

• 4  Wisdom Reminders - (Prov 3:1-2)  My son, do not forget my law, 
But let your heart keep my commands; {2} For they will bring you 
many days, a full life, and well being

5 Why Do We need to Remember (3:1) Why do we need to be 
reminded that character is priority? 

6 Amnesia: Maybe it’s just me, but when I lose my focus on 
God’s wisdom, it’s like I have amnesia.  I forget who I am and 
where I’m going.  

7 Cultural Distractions to God’s character agenda, distractions that 
prevent wisdom from developing:

8 Power; 	
 Might makes right

9 Prestige; 	
 Image, Marketing, Logo, Brand

10 Possessions; 	
 No one has a U-haul at the cemetery 

11 Politics;	
 The grid lock in Washington, the polarization of view points



12 Pleasure...........You scratch my back, I’ll scratch your’s, “What do I get out 
of it?”, Entitlement       “just do it” mentality, 

A fifth worldly way of wisdom is Preoccupation with Determinism - 
blaming our situation on environment, genetics, heredity, 

13 2 Timothy 2:14-17 “Remind them of these things, and charge them 
before God not to quarrel about words, which does no good, but only ruins the 
hearers. 

14 Education - Colossians

	
 Our culture believes education and wealth are driving forces.  We can 
rationalize anything.  In the New Testament - the Colossians dealt with the 
gnostics who wanted to be well thought of as educated.   Education was power.  

15 Tolerance - Corinthians

The Corinthians lived in a society that emphasized tolerance of all lifestyles, 
which was even a conflict in the church.  Relativism - there are no absolutes - The 
Christ Follower was viewed as narrow minded and intolerant, if they said anything 
against the value of tolerance.  Our culture today is very similar to what the 
Corinthians and Colossians faced.

	
 Mark Twain once said:  "Get the facts first. You can distort them later." 

16 Personal Distractions: Someone once said the there are two 
temptations in life - self indulgence or self righteousness

17 James 1:5 

If any one of us lacks, wisdom, we are to ask God. 

18 - How Do You Develop Wisdom?

(Prov 3:3-4)  Never let mercy and truth leave you; Bind them around 
your neck, Write them on the tablet of your heart, {4} And so find favor 
and high esteem In the sight of God and man.

19 Wearing It  - mercy trust, love, truth - around the neck, in the heart



20 Clothing Col 3:10  - an echo into the New Testament ...........

Put on the new man who is being renewed in knowledge according to the 
image of his Creator

21 Consequences - A Reputation of Integrity  - 

22 How Can You Grow Wisdom: 

(Prov 3:5-6)  Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on 
your own understanding; {6} In all your ways acknowledge Him, And 
He shall direct your paths.

23 How Can You Grow Wisdom ---Trusting in the Lord 
(3:5)..........What choice do we have?  .........What other options do you have?  

Our problems are not horizontal - they are vertical.

23 Definition of Trust:   trust |trəst|

• the state of being responsible for someone or something : a man in a position of 
trust.

• 24 The Inner Man 
what happens in public is a reflection of what’s happening in a 

person’s heart.

25 tree  psalm 1:1 last Sunday’s sermon - wisdom is compared to a tree who’s 
roots are firmly planted.

26 The way your view God has everything to do with the way you 
live your life. .... Pastor Doug’s comment

27 trust vs self reliance 
what is the opposite of trust?  - Worry -  All the time we spend worrying, being 
anxious, we could be trusting God.  There is a direct link with our worry time and 
our health.  The more anxious, and panic driven we are, the higher change we’ll 
have health issues.  



There is only one Creator—none like Him nor any God beside Him—eternal, 
morally perfect, rich in mercy."  
He made us on purpose for a purpose. 
This is contrary to the world’s way of wisdom.

29 Quote from Ed Welch:  "Remember: you live for one Person, and he equips 
you to live faithfully in this one place at this moment in time, one day at a time." 

30 2 Peter 3: 8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord 
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.”
31 Consequences of Right Living - straighter paths

If you don’t know your destination, then you won’t even know when you stray off 
the path.

32 Trusting in Difficult Times
A Straighter path may not mean a path that we would prefer....... 
Psalm 27: 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 
war arise against me, yet I will be confident.”

My Thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," 
says the LORD. {9} "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So 
are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your 
thoughts.”

33. We cannot understand everything (Isa 55:8-9)  "For My thoughts 
are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways," says the LORD.

34 You Can’t Do It Yourself  Though an army encamp against me, my 
heart shall not fear; though war arise against me, yet I will be confident.”

35 Guard / Protect / Guide are Hearts:  (Prov 4:23)  Keep your 
heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.

• (Psa 119:11)  Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin 
against You!

36 In All Your ways;  Be aware/ awake..........determination to acknowledge 
Him



37.37 (Psalms 14:1) The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. 
They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none 
that does good.

38   Acknowledging Him in all Your Ways (3:6)

	
 Acknowledging God in all we do takes discipline, focus.  We will never 
totally achieve this goal because we are always learning.  Everyday is a new day.  
Every morning is filled with His mercy 

39 Know Your Limits - Qualifying Statement in Prov. 3 - Don’t get too cocky, 
arrogant that things will go your way

40 Be Careful - (Prov 3:7-8) Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the 
LORD and depart from evil. {8} It will be health to your flesh, And 
strength to your bones.

41 Humility  I once thought that family problems would not happen to 
me, because I was living such a righteous life.  God showed me how 
arrogant I was.

42 Deception of Perfection - no one is perfect

43 Fear / Respect - My view of God determines my walk with God

44 Depart From Evil

Alexander Solschynzin, the Soviet philosopher who was imprisoned 
for ten years for his writings said, “The line between good and evil 
passes, not through principalities and powers, but through the human 
heart.”

Psalm 90:12 - Teach us to number our days that we may get a heart of wisdom.”

There is a website to calculate the number of days in our lives.  
www.timeanddate.com to calculate your age in days old, not years..........Each day 
counts.  Today I’m 22,215 days old.  Robert D. Smith has written a book, 20,000 
days and counting - a quick read, with profound insight.  Each day counts for 
eternity.  Proverbs 3, if followed, can make each day count.

45 To the world this is foolishness :  1 Cor. 1:18 - 

To those who are perishing - the cross seems absurd

http://www.timeanddate.com
http://www.timeanddate.com


To those who are being saved, the cross evokes awe.

46 eagle - health and strength (vs. 8)   The Biblical message is 

foolishness in the eyes of the strong.  The world’s view is “might 

makes right”. 

47 The Road Less Traveled .... Has Fewer People On It    Trusting God is not 

a one shot deal. 

Psalm 90:12 - Teach us to number our days, that we may get a heart of wisdom


