
                                          “How Firm a Foundation”
                                                      1 Peter 1:1

Hook:  How do you respond when you are mocked, made fun of or even ridiculed
for living a godly life?  Or, Because you’re a Christian you are put on the sideline,
not given this job or that position which you deserved but…..  Or, people who are
not saved are constantly putting you down or calling you intolerant, bible thumpers?

Friends, responding to these and so much more is totally dependent on the foundation
we have built for our life and in this time!  

-We begin today our fall/winter series in the book of 1 Peter.  The “Purpose” of the
book and study is quite clear:  

a.  It is a handbook written for ambassadors to a hostile foreign land
b.  The author carefully prescribes conduct designed to bring honor to the One they
represented.  It’s called Holy Conduct!
c.  Peter wrote to encourage Christ followers to be good  witnesses to those who
persecuted them and to remember that their suffering would lead to glory (1:6,7)
d.  This epistle gives a theology of practical exhortation and comfort for believers
daily needs regardless of the suffering and trials.

+1 Peter is to encourage us as Christ followers to face persecution so that the true
Grace of Jesus Christ would be evidenced in each of our lives (1Peter 5:12)

-Luke 6:48-49, (read) and Pray 

1.  The Author Vs. 1

-He identified himself as Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ.  His given name was Simon,
but Jesus changed it to Peter, “which means a stone.”  The Aramaic name is Cephas.  

-Peter and Paul were the two leading apostles in the early church.  Paul to the Gentiles
and Peter to the Jews.  Paul was often called the apostle of faith, John the apostle of
love and Peter the apostle of hope!

-John 21:15-17---To people, “If you love me Jesus said, you will strengthen the
brethren.
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-Paul was martyred in Rome around 64 AD and Peter very likely not to long after by
the wicked Roman ruler Nero.

2.  The Hearers of this letter  Vs. 1

-1 Peter is addressed to Christians scattered throughout five Roman provinces of the 
Peninsula of Asia minor.  That area today is known as northern Turkey

-Aliens—strangers, sojourners.  In 2:11, they are called aliens and strangers.  Pilgrims
who were citizens of heaven through faith in Jesus Christ.  

-They were called to be “IN” the World but not “OF” the World!

-Because Christians are “strangers” in the world they were considered to be “strange”
in the eyes of the world.  Natural-unsaved man does not understand the things of God,
they are strange to them and the people who live these truths and proclaim them will
be strangers in the World they are living in!

-Suffering was about to happen to a much greater extent than they had already 
experienced and this letter was sent to encourage them both with instruction and as
a model.  One day very soon, Peter would be crucified upside down!

-“Suffering does not automatically bring glory to God and blessing to God’s people.  
Some believers  have fainted and fallen in times of trial and have brought shame
to the name of Christ.  It is only when we depend on the grace of God that we can 
glorify God in times of suffering.”  

-These hearers, would be slandered, ridiculed, discriminated against and even physical
abuse would be inflicted upon them, and it was not going to get easier, it in fact was
going to get much worse!

-1 Peter 1:13, he wanted to prepare them to be self controlled, sober, fixing their hope
on the grace to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ.

-In other words live in light of where your going and not where your at!  

-Glory is before them and Peter wanted to prepare them to be good witnesses, holy 
and Righteous in the site of God and man, enduring suffering for His glory!

-1 Peter 1:6-9, (circle-underline, know, understand).  “The New birth, gives a living
hope to those in the midst of persecution.  New conduct is prescribed because Christ
endured unjust suffering.  New behavior is required to demonstrate the grace of God
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to an unbelieving and hostile world and New responsibilities are placed on the 
leaders and members of the body of Christ to stand together as living stones against
the tide of persecution!”

3.  The Encouragement

-True Christian hope is more than “hope so.”  It is confident assurance of future 
glory and blessing.

-This confident hope gives us the encouragement and enablement we need for daily
Living.

-It is like an “Anchor” which stabilizes us in the storms of life Heb. 6:18-19

-With hope---we can walk in holiness and unity together facing the many
problems that life and the times we live in will throw out at us!

-Salvation----knowing Christ as our Savior and Lord ushers in this “hope”
that can never be taken away from us, regardless.

-Perseverance & Endurance---Keep on keeping on—regardless of—living right
for His glory---for we know with confident assurance that He will never leave 
or forsake us and will one day soon take us to glory for all eternity!
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