
                                           “How Firm a ‘Unified’ Foundation”
                                                        1 Peter 1:22-2:8

Hook:  When building a foundation that will last and withstand the pressures of
The storms of life and the structure upon it there must be a molding together, a
Cohesive bonding a “UNITY” if you will of all the parts together!

-Can you imagine, if you had the aggregate all by itself, not bonding with the 
Rebar, or the compound and the water, not being able to penetrate to mix 
Together the whole, you would have a crumbled mess.

-When all these elements, aggregate, rebar, compound etc. come together, bond
With each other you have a solid foundation able to withstand all the pressures
that come to bear on it!

-Were studying in the book of 1 Peter and talking about facing life’s trials with
A “Firm Foundation!”  Friends a “Firm, stable foundation once established is
A “Unified” foundation.  

-Purpose of letter:  1 Peter 5:12

-Background of the letter:  1 Peter 1

-Hope defined:  “The Confident assurance of future hope and blessing!”  

-Friends when we walk in Hope and Holiness---different---separate unto the 
LORD---we need to see the necessity of walking in “Unity”---“Harmony”
with fellow believers.

-These people were going to face a very evil battle, many will die for their faith,
Yet there was, and is tremendous disunity in the Church and amongst believers.
This should not be!  Peter challenges these believers not only to build but 
maintain unity amongst one another! 

Peter gives us several reasons for this “Unity/Harmony!”

1.  Vs. 22-25  “We are ‘United’ by a Common Salvation!”
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-We have been “Born Again,” not because we deserved it, nor earned it in any
way----But by grace through faith in Christ alone, the new birth is ours, freely
given!  It will not perish!

-We have a new nature—2 peter 1:4, calls it a “divine nature.”
-1 Peter 1:3 tells us it is a “Living hope through the resurrection of our 
Lord Jesus Christ!  

-“Each believer has the same Holy Spirit dwelling within, the same God the 
Father, and share His divine nature.  We trust the same Word, the same 
Gospel, and have been born of the same Spirit!”  

2.  Vs. 22, The foundation is held together with “Love” (the compound)

-How can a young man keep his way pure?  By keeping it according to 
God’s Word! (Ps. 119:9,11)  When we walk in the purity of His Word we will
walk in “LOVE” for one another.

-Two kinds of love:
a.  Phileo—Philadelphia—brotherly love
b.  Agape—Unconditional, Sacrificial, Servant love

-This kind of  love is shared with one another and with a lost world around us!

-It is generated by the Holy Spirit (fruit) from His Word!  We don’t turn it on
and off!

-It is sincere—without hypocrisy—Not conjured up because there is a “love”
assignment and after the assignment we go on being the self centered 
individuals we normally are….But---consistently---with sincerity of heart we 
love because He first loved us!

-It is fervent—striving will all of our energy---it is an act of our will, a choice
we make as we behold the great love Christ has for us!

3.  1 Peter 2:1-3, The Foundation is made stronger by His Word (Therefore)

-“God’s Word has life, gives life and nourishes life!”

-As a result of His Love, His indwelling Spirit, the New birth that is ours by 
grace through faith in Him---The Hope of Eternal life that is sure and steadfast!

-Put aside---lay aside—rid yourselves of that which causes disunity!!!!  Peter
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lists the five sins of attitude which drives “UNITY” out!  When one stops 
growing in the Word of God here is what happens:

-Malice---Wicked ill will
-Guile---Craftiness, using devious words and actions to get what we want
-Hypocrisy---Trying to pretend we are someone we are not!
-Envy---Evil and resentful thinking 
-Slander---Conversation that tears the other person down

-How do you know if one is growing in the Word?  We are peacemakers, not
troublemakers, we promote unity and not destruction!
4.  1 Peter 2:4-8,  Unity happens when we recognize we are Living Stones

-A Holy priesthood---A Royal priesthood!  The individual believers have the
privilege of coming into the very presence of the Lord 24/7, 365!

-Understanding Christ is the Cornerstone, the Rock on which the Church is
built!  He is the ROCK—on which the rest of the building relies for strength
and stability!  We have ultimate victory in and through our Lord Jesus Christ 
our Cornerstone!

-We are the “living stones (pebbles),” Today---here and now

-Being built up in a “spiritual house”—Having the Spiritual influence in a 
needy world for godliness.

-Offering up Spiritual sacrifices:
 -Rom. 12:1-2,
 -Heb. 13:15,16
 -Ps. 51:17

-The Chief priests and Pharisees—the religious establishment all stumbled
because of their disobedience & self centered living!  (Vs. 8b)

-Friends as Christ followers called Holy and Royal Priests, we must not be 
isolated in a dark world—We must have, “Contact without contamination!”

-We are called to be unified, united as living stones, coming together as 
One with the Cornerstone, no one more or less significant but people 
chosen of God to stand against the secularism, tolerance and acceptance 
of evil in our day!

-Close with the encouragement of victory from then and now:
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1 Peter 2:6 (Is. 28:16)!
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