
What a “Living Advertisement” looks like
                                                   1 Peter 2:11-25

Hook:  1 Cor. 4:16 and again in 1 Cor. 11:1 Paul exhorts fellow Christ followers to
be imitators of him!

-The Apostle Paul understood what it meant that our lives as a Christ follower are
“Living Advertisements” for the effects & Impact of the Gospel of Christ in our 
life!!!!  We studied last week our “Call” to be “Living Advertisements” from
1 Peter 2:9-10, and today and for the next want to see what a “Living Advertisement”
Looks like, personally, in the work place, in our marriages.  

-Purpose of Letter:  1 Pet. 5:12
-Background:  1 Pet. 1:1
-Hope:  “The confident assurance of future glory and blessing.” 

-Pray-

-In 1 Peter 1:15, we are commanded “Like the Holy One who called you, be holy
yourselves also in all your behavior.”

-We defined being Holy as one who is “behaves differently” before the world!

-We are a “Living Advertisement” for the grace, mercy, forgiveness, acceptance,
and goodness of our Lord before the World.  The world Peter had in view refers to
the people his readers and each of us face daily. 

-Peter challenges us as Christ followers to take a stand against sin, to submit to 
lawful authority, and to endure harsh masters patiently.  This kind of conduct 
would truly be a “great” advertisement for those we are around for Christ.

1.  1 Peter 2:11-12, Be different in your behavior

-Notice how warmly Peter addresses his readers:  “Beloved,” dear friends, you
who are loved by God----exhortation----to live as “aliens and strangers:”  

-Aliens & Strangers, those who live in a place that is not your home….Your real
home is in Heaven---You are Ambassadors sent from a foreign land---Heaven,
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to a foreign land—earth to be Christ’s representative!  We are citizens of another
Country—Heaven!  

-One of the great ways we are “different” is “to abstain from fleshly lusts, which 
wage war against the soul.  Friends, we are soldiers involved in a spiritual battle.
There are sinful desires that war against us and want to defeat us (Gal. 5:16-20)

-What is the Christ follower to do with these sinful desires?????  Abstain!!!!
-Abstain—Hold oneself constantly back from.  Resist the sin ward pull of those
Worldly desires….  Our real battle is not with people around us but with passions
within us.  D.L Moody said, “I have more trouble with D.L Moody, than with 
any man I know.”  

-If we give into these sinful appetites, then we will be “NO” different than the
World around us and not have an impact on our sphere of influence.

-Vs. 12, gives us the “Why!”  The World around us will slander, mock and make 
fun of us as Christ followers, but when they see the positive Christian lifestyle,
that a Christ follower leads, (not holier than thou) but character/behavior….it
convicts the world of sin and glorifies God!  Friends we not only witness with
our talk, but our walk, and our walk must match our talk!!!

-Day of visitation—speaks of the time when God visits lost sinners and saves them
by His grace.  When these people do trust Christ, they will glorify God and give
thanks because we were faithful to witness to them even when they  made life
difficult for us.

2.  Vs. 13-17, We are to be different as Citizens

-I smile when I drive down the road and a car passes me at a speed well over the
speed limit and they have a symbol of a “fish” on their car indicating something??

-13-15, Christians are responsible to obey the law.  Peter exhorted his readers to
abide by the governmental laws, to submit to every authority made by man----‘
“WHY?”  for the Lord’s sake.  To honor God who ordained human govt, 
Christians are to observe man made laws carefully as long as those laws do not
conflict with the clear teaching of Scripture!

-Friends, we are to respect the office of the leaders though we might not respect
the officer!

-Silence in Vs. 15 literally means “Muzzle,” as though those non Christians who
mock and ridicule you were like yelping, snapping animals.  
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-Vs. 16, We are free in Christ but we must never use our freedom for ourselves.
We must always use it for others.  “A true Christian submits himself to authority
because he is first of all submitted to (yielded) to Christ.  He uses his freedom as 
a tool to build with and not as a weapon to fight with.”    

-Students don’t miss the truth here by doing your assignments well for His glory!

-17, Honor all men & Fear God go together.  We honor men because we fear the 
Lord—reverence, honor, respect, Awe of God.  The tense of these verbs indicate 
that we should constantly maintain these attitudes.”  Keep loving the people, 
Keep honoring the rulers, Keep fearing God!

3.  Vs. 18-25, Being different in the work place

-This word of exhortation was relevant to Peter’s first readers as 
servants and slaves made up a large number of the early church and undeserved
punishment and suffering was common for these men and women!”

-There are no Christian slaves today, but what Peter wrote does have application
for employees.

-We learn how to deal with problem bosses in this text, being different.  
always remember it is the Lord Christ that we serve! (Col. 3:23-25)  

-18-20---When we suffer unjustly for doing what is right, we have a natural 
human tendency to fight back….Peter exhorts us---not do and gives us three 
pictures of Jesus Christ as our example! 

1.  21-23, He is our Example in His life
-Jesus proved that a person could be in the will of God, be greatly loved by God,
and still suffer unjustly.  Note, our Lord’s evidence of Humility and submission
was not an evidence of weakness but power under control!
-He did not retaliate, He made no threats!  Not WWJD, but WDJD!

2.  Vs. 24, He is our Substitute in His death.  He dies as the sinners Substitute.
(note the paradoxes)
-Christ was wounded that we might be healed.
-He died that we might live.
-We died with Him, and thus we are “dead to sin” (Rom 6)

3.  Vs. 25, He is our watchful Shepherd in heaven
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-In the OT the sheep died for the shepherd; but at Calvary the Shepherd died for
the sheep (John 10)

-Every lost sinner is like a sheep gone astray; ignorant, lost, wandering, in danger
away from the place of safety, and unable to help himself.  Not only did the
Shepherd go out to search for the lost sheep, He died for the sheep!

“Friends, as we live Godly lives and submit in times of suffering, we are 
following Christ’s example and becoming more like Him.  We submit and
obey, not only for the sake of the lost and for the Lord’s sake, but also for our
own sake, that we might grow spiritually and become more like Christ.  The 
unsaved world is watching us, they see our ADVERTISEMENT for Christ. 
“We have nothing to fear as our Shepherd in heaven is watching over us.  As we
submit to Him and trust Him, He will work everything for good and His glory!”
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