
Dear Friends,

Last evening on the news was a report on how more and more incidents have 
happened to show that Christians are under attack in America for their beliefs.  
Many years ago, a well known Christian leader said, "what is needed in America 
for Christians to wake up to their call, is for persecution to take place for their 
faith."

I, for one, don't think we will have to wait to long for that to happen in the good 
ole USA, and in some parts of the country it is already taking place.

But, is this something we should fear as Christ followers?  Not at all my friends!  I 
and our team of five others from LFF just returned from India where Christian 
persecution is happening and even beatings and sometimes martyrdom have 
taken place for ones faith there.  What's happening to the church in India?  It is 
flourishing and spreading like never before.  More and more lay men and women 
are stepping up to be trained in the spreading of the gospel and in discipleship.  
One wisely said, "that the church moves forward on the blood of martyrs."  I be-
lieve that is a true statement!

Why is it that we think, that once we accept Christ we are going to have a "cake 
walk" in this life?  Not sure where that came from but it is soooooo, not true.  The 
Christian grows best toward maturity when the heat of adversity rises.  Instead of 
praying for easier lives, we need to pray with and for one another that we would 
be more bold in our proclamation of the greatest news ever given to mankind, the 
gospel of Christ!  If the Apostle Paul asked others to pray for him that he would 
be bold in his witness for Christ, how much more do we?

Friends, as we walk down life's path, it is so paramount that we have a firm foun-
dation of faith underneath us, knowing "what" we believe and "why" we believe 
it.  That our purpose here on earth is securely entrenched in our heart and mind, 
"to bring Christ the greatest glory we possibly can with our time, talents and 
treasures that we have been entrusted with.  That we would be found faithful & 
obedient until He comes.  Then understand, for all eternity we will be with Him in 
glory.  Here, on this earth, the battle rages between good and evil, right and 
wrong, Satan and  his allies-the world and the flesh, against Christ followers.
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I am more challenged than ever before to allow Christ to work in and 
through me/us "to make our life count" for His glory......regardless!  

I just finished reading Hebrews 11 this AM in my quiet time.  One person chal-
lenged a group of us long ago, "if this chapter was written today, would our 
names be listed in the great "Hall of faith?"  Friends, this is our heritage, these 
men and women of faith.  Let me close with a text from Hebrews 10v39, "But we 
are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have 
faith to the preserving of the soul."  

May each of us walk boldly, bringing Christ the greatest glory He deserves with 
the life we have been entrusted.  He truly is worth that!

Have a great day,

Doug
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