
“It’s all in our Attitude”
                                                  1 Peter 4:1-11

Hook:  I smile as I think of peoples attitude toward different things.  In India, ones
attitude toward being on time is so much different than we in America…….

-Attitude: A settled way of thinking.  How one thinks about this or that.

-Were studying in 1 Peter and are in chapter 4:1-11.  (Review)
 -Who was Peter writing to?
 -Why did he write this letter?
 -Hope: “The confident assurance of future glory and blessing.”

-What is your attitude toward life and what we have been called to be about as a 
Christ follower?  Will we make our life count for all eternity or will we ooze through
life, just existing, letting our attitude ebb and flow toward people and things?

-In 1 Peter 4:1-11, there are four distinct attitudes we want to cultivate to make our
life all God desires it to be!  Friends, “we want to live in the present in God’s will,
knowing that we will live for eternity in His presence!”

-Pray

1.  1 Peter 4:1-3, “Do war against sin”

-Therefore---refers back to 3:18—Christ suffered unjustly, as He did, so we need to
Arm ourselves with the same courageous attitude or mind-set toward keeping away
from sin and disobedience.

-Just like a soldier puts on armor, Christians are to arm themselves with the same 
resolve to do God’s will and keep away from sin of all kinds.

-To often, we gradually get used to sin, tolerate it in our midst and around us and not
become militant towards it.  

-Our goal in life is to “cease from sin” knowing we will not reach sinless perfection 
until eternity, but we must do battle against it.  (Read 1 John 3:9)  Why?
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a.  See what sin did to Jesus Vs. 1---see Romans 6:10-13

b.  Give our life for the will of God Vs. 2---To bring glory to His name, having on our
    heart what is on His heart! 

c.  Never forget what we were before Christ.  What He saved us from and to Vs. 3

“It’s all in our Attitude!”
2.  1 Peter 4:4-6, See the lost as God sees them

-People without Christ are surprised that you as a Christ follower don’t want to 
destroy your bodies, homes, work places and church with sin.

-What surprises them is when a person’s life is changed from theirs because of faith
in Christ and being forgiven.  What’s going on?????

-Peer pressure should not control us, sadly it does, but never forget that those apart 
from Christ, who seem to be having all that fun, will one day face the One True and
Living Judge.

-Instead of arguing with them who are apart from Christ, we should pray for them 
and model before them a life worth living!  Their destiny is separation from God for
all eternity apart from Christ!

-Vs. 6—Speaking about deceased Christians.  The gospel was preached to those 
martyrs now dead.  They were judged in the flesh and condemned to martyrdom
according to human standards, but they are alive in the spirit after death.  The 
penalty for their sin has been paid in full by Jesus Christ!  They are present for all
eternity in Heaven, having believed the gospel that was preached!  

-Not those apart from Christ.  They are eternally separated from God, judged for
their sins and unrighteousness!

3.  1 Peter 4:7, Keep looking up Christian friends…

-Regardless of how bad life gets the Christ follower is to fix their hope on His 
coming.  Be alert, live in light of His imminent return.  

-When will that be?  No one knows, but the Father only, but He will return!  
Because it has not happened, does not mean that it will not happen, we are to be
expectant, ready, clear and focused! 

-2 Cor. 5:9,10—Living in light of His return and our judgment for how we live
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and serve!

4.  I Peter 4:7-11, A right attitude toward fellow believers 

-Be sober---Steady and clear, keep your cool, intellectually sound concerning His
                   return!  Self controlled!
-Be about Prayer---Be alert in our praying, be controlled, not meaningless routine,
                   not lazy in our praying.
-Have fervent love for one another---Not just because you like them, but because 
                  Christ loved them, and created them in His image!  That kind of love
                  covers a multitude of sins.  Don’t talk about fellow believers and their sin.
-Be fervent, forgiving, practical---minister to one another by serving each other!

-Use hospitality---Abraham was hospital to three strangers only to discover he had
         entertained two angels and the Lord!  Human hospitality is a reflection of God’s
         Hospitality!  Story of my Grandma Yanney……”Without complaint”

-Use your spiritual gift---gifts, each of us have been given at least one gift from the
Lord----Use what you have been given, in light of His return----to serve one another!

-We are stewards of what we have been entrusted….May we be found faithful in using
our gifts wisely to serve one another!

-Why?  To glorify the Lord (Vs. 11) “To whom belongs the glory and dominion 
forever and ever.  Amen-----So be it!  May it be so!!!  

It’s all in our attitude----When we live in light of His return, regardless of the pain 
And suffering life throws out at us, Making  the most of our time!!!
…we will make a difference for His glory!
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