
“The Central Fact of History”
                                                         John 1:14

Hook;  In athletics a FB or BB game is often determined by a single play or 
event that
takes place at a crucial time.  In the history of human kind that to is true.  
There was one 
event that took place that became  “The Central Fact of all History.”  

-John 1:1 & 14—(Read)  This was not the only time that John had written 
about Jesus 
coming in the flesh.  

-1 John 4:2, “By this you know the Spirit of God; every spirit that confesses 
that Jesus 
Christ has come in the flesh is from God…”

-2 John 7, “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do 
not 
acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh.  This is the deceiver and the 
anti-christ

-This singular event---known as the “Incarnation” is the Central Fact of His-
tory!  

-The audacity of this event is so powerfully wonderful!!!   “God becoming 
flesh and 
dwelling amongst us.”  The eternal second Person of the Trinity took on Him-
self
Humanity….Not possessing humanity until His birth, He was totally God, 
then at birth
He became totally man and totally God!  “The Incarnation!”

-His humanity was sinless, a fact that Paul the Apostle guards in Romans 
8:3—he wrote
that “He came in the likeness of sinful flesh.”  

-The Prediction of the God-Man

-Is. 9:6 (next week look more deeply into these names)  Isaiah, some 700 
years before 
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the birth of Christ foretold the union of Deity and humanity in Him.  He said 
that a 
Child would be born (a reference to humanity) and that His character would 
be such 
that He is designated as the “Mighty God”  “El gibbor” a reference to Deity!  

-El---meaning God, gibbor—meaning hero.  “A hero whose chief characteris-
tic is that he
Is God!  In this single Vs. both the humanity and deity of our Lord are pre-
dicted!  

-Is. 7:14—Immanuel reveals the same truth about the Lord.  “Meaning more 
than God’s
presence with His people in His providential dealings.  It means that the very 
presence 
of the virgin born Child brings God to His people!” 

Why the Virgin Birth?  “When Gabriel announced to Mary that she would 
bear the 
Messiah she protested that she would need a husband.  The angel’s response 
was in 
essence, “you won’t need a husband, because the Spirit will come upon you 
and the
Power of the Most High will overshadow you (Luke 1:35).
This statement emphasizes more the fact of the divine generation of the 
Child, than 
The Method!
-Matthew carefully guards the fact of the Virgin Birth (Matt. 1:16).  He re-
cords that 
Joseph was the husband of Mary, but that it was “BY” Mary only that Jesus 
was 
born.  The pronoun “by whom” is feminine singular, indicating clearly that 
Jesus was
born of Mary only and not of Mary and Joseph.

The Purposes of the Incarnation: Why did God send His Son in the like-
ness of sinful
Flesh?  The Scriptures give several answers to that question we want to un-
derstand.

1.  To Reveal God to us---John 1:18, 14:7-11
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-Though God reveals Himself in various ways including the beauty of nature 
around us, 
The Incarnation revealed the essence of God.  The only way man can see the 
Father is to 
know about the Son and the only way we can do that is through the study of 
His Word!

-Because He became a man, the revelation of God was personalized; because 
He is
God, that revelation is completely truthful!

2.  To Provide an Example for our lives—1 Peter 2:21, 1 John 2:6

-Without the Incarnation we would not have that example.  As man He experi-
enced the
human life and furnishes for us an experienced example;  As God He offers us 
the
power to follow His example.

3.  To Provide an Effective Sacrifice for Sin--Hebrews 10:1-10

-Without the Incarnation we would have no Savior.  Sin requires death for its 
payment.
God does not die.  So the Savior must be human in order to be able to die.  
But the 
Death of an ordinary man would not pay for sin eternally, so the Savior must 
also be
God---Holy---Spotless---Perfect in every way----God----but---Totally man!

4.  To be able to Fulfill the Davidic Covenant---Luke 1:31-33

-Gabriel announced to Mary that her Son would be given the throne of David.  
To have
an occupant of David’s throne requires a human being.  Therefore, Messiah, 
had to
be a human being.  But to occupy that throne forever requires that the occu-
pant never
die.  And only God qualifies.  So the One who ultimately fulfills the Davidic 
promise 
has to be a “God-Man!”

 5.  To Destroy the works of the Devil---1 John 3:8
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-Note the word “appearing.”  Friends it was not only the death, burial and res-
urrection
that destroyed the works of the devil---but His very appearing!  Why His ap-
pearing
as well????  Because Satan must be defeated in the arena he dominates---“the 
world.”

-So Christ was sent into this world to destroy Satan’s works.  

(The purpose of the Incarnation #6)

6.  To be able to be a Sympathetic High Priest---Heb. 4:14-16

-Our High Priest can feel our weaknesses because He was tested as we are.  
But God
is never tested, so it was necessary for God to become man to be able to be 
tested in
order to be a sympathetic High Priest!

7.  To be able to be a Qualified Judge---John 5:22, 27

-Son---Second member of Deity--Creator.  Son of Man—Jesus—son of 
Mary--human!

-Why is it necessary for the Judge to be human and to have lived on the earth?  
So that
He may put down all excuses people might try to make.

-Why must the Judge also be God?  So that His judgment will be true and just!

The Incarnation---The Central Fact of Human History-----

-It has ramifications to:  
 -Our knowledge of God
 -To our Salvation
 -For our daily living
 -For our pressing needs
 -And to our future!

-Do you know Jesus---The Messiah---The Only Savior of the World!
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