
Dear Friends,

I was stuck with this instruction that Christ, some 2000 years ago, 
gave His disciples about how to live in a very difficult world with 
difficult people all around them.  I believe this instruction is as 
true for us living today as it was for them.

Read with me Luke 6 Vs. 30 and 31, "Give to everyone who 
asks of you, and whoever takes away what is yours, do not 
demand it back.  And just as you want people to treat you, 
treat them in the same way."  

Friends, it doesn't matter what others do or say to us, in other 
words, how we are treated,  what really matters is how "WE" treat 
people.  The following Vs.'s from 31-38 give some great instruc-
tion that would be good for me/us to heed as we walk down life's 
path seeking to honor Christ with the life we have been 
entrusted.  I will just highlight what the "Biblical Golden Rule" 
fleshed out looks like;
-Love your enemies
-Do good to them
-Lend, expecting nothing in return (note the promise after this one 
from our Lord in Vs. 34)
-Be merciful
-Do not judge
-Do not condemn
-Pardon
-Give 

"For by your standard of measure it will be measured to you in 
return (Vs. 38c)."   If we really think about these, is this not the 
way Christ treated us?  I believe so!  So treating people as we 
have been treated is just really following His example.  I under-
stand how hard this is, but it sure is right before God, and He 
gives us the strength to do these if we allow Him to work in and 
through us!  

Have a great wintery day friends!

Doug
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