
Dear Friends,

It is sad when you see men and women start something they deem as 
important for their life but in a short amount of time they quit and don't 
finish what they started.  I smile as I type that as I see them all to well in 
one of my grandsons.  He loves starting things and, oh my, does he go 
all out at the beginning, but soon he either gets tired of what he is doing 
or bored and goes on to something else new and exciting, until......

Friends, our Christian walk must not and cannot be like that, yet sadly to 
say, we see many following that same pattern.  They come to faith in 
Christ, are all excited about their new found faith and get involved with 
this and that, serving and telling others about Christ, but soon if their not 
careful, burn out happens or they feel unfulfilled and they lay that faith 
aside, knowing they have fire insurance (If you know what I mean) and 
go on with their life seeking to find meaning and fulfillment someplace 
else.  May that not be said about us....

I have found the truth of these two texts to help keep me and many oth-
ers on target, with the fire of faith, kept burning brightly.  Read them with 
me from Psalm 2:11 and Matthew 3:8, "Worship the Lord with rever-
ence and rejoice with trembling."  "Bring forth fruit in keeping with 
repentance."

Note the three key facets of these texts:
Worship------Rejoice---Bring forth fruit.  Friends, when we daily learn 
what it means that life is about honoring, respecting, reverencing and 
holding God in awe--you know, worshiping Him with our total 
being....Rejoicing in what He has done, reflecting on His goodness and 
grace, His forgiveness, acceptance, hope and security freely given to us 
as His followers, the fire and love for Him "NEVER" goes out!!  From that 
fire/passion for His glory to be seen in and through us comes forth a 
consistent desire to bear fruit---both in our character and telling others 
of His love and hope for all eternity.  That's what people who have been 
forgiven, accepted and secured in Christ do regularly....regardless!

I have a little 3x5 yellow note card on my desk with these two texts on it 
to pray each day that I/we would live out the meaning of these two Vs's 
for our life.  Would you join me in this prayer?

"Finishing well"....is not by accident, as we all know.  Have a great day!

Your friend in Christ,
Doug

                      STARTING AND FINISHING WELL  Pastor Doug’s, Newsletter, January 8, 2014

	 	 Newsletter by Doug Shada, Living Faith Fellowship	 January 8, 2014


