
Role Model for a New Year
                                                  Joshua 1:1-9

Hook:  Role models, growing up, there was Mickey Mantle, or Roy
Rogers or John Wayne, for this young man.  Tells you my age.  Models, that 
I thought If I patterned my life after I would be successful in this world. 

-Many in our society look to Hollywood or star athletes as role models
for them to follow, to build their life after.  Now, I am sure there are some 
men and women in both areas to learn from, albeit both positive and 
negative, there is one man we find in the pages of scripture that truly is a 
“Model to follow” as we go into the new year.  His name is Joshua…

-Turn with me to Joshua 1:1-9 as we look at this man’s life who is worthy to 
follow.      Read---Pray

-Here was a man, chosen of God to lead the children of Israel into the promised
land.   We learn some very exciting things about the life of Joshua that truly
is a “Model for us to follow,” as we study his character, who he is for our life.

1.  Exodus 17:9-10, “Joshua, a man under authority”

-This is the first mention of Joshua who was about 45 at this time.  

-Willing Learner—Ex. 17:14, “Recite to Joshua what the Lord said to Moses.”
  -Num. 11:28—Joshua had learned from Moses from his youth up, and was loyal
   to Moses and his God!
  -Deut. 32:44—Joshua listened to Moses, walked with Moses, learned from
   Moses who  was God’s spokesman for that day and age. 

-A Person under authority is a willing learner.     

-A Willing Servant:  Ex. 24:13, “So Moses rose with Joshua his servant and went 
up to the Mt. of God.”  

-Friends to be a Willing Learner and a Willing Servant, we must first be Yielded to
God to bring Him the glory He deserves.  Jesus is the prime example of this:  Luke
22:42, “Father, if Thou art willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but
Thine be done.”  

-Joshua was a man under authority, a willing Learner and a willing Servant!

2.  Exodus 17:9-10, 14-16, Joshua, a man not afraid of the battle”
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-He was not afraid to go into battle for the Lord  He knew the banner that he was 
to fight under.  “The Lord is my Banner!”  Johovah Nissi—He is the Strong the,
Mighty, the All Powerful One, God alone is worthy to do battle for!  

-There are many Amalek’s today, Enemies both personally and all around us:
-The Lust of the Flesh, Eyes and Boastful pride of life.
-Sin abounds….Doubt, Fear, Discouragement rampant! 
-On top of all this, people who will call sin good and righteousness evil
-Warriors who will fight under His banner so needed.  

-Ezekiel 22:30, “And I searched for a  man among them who should build up 
the wall and stand in the gap before Me for the land, that I should not destroy it, 
but I found no one.”  

-Is. 41:10, “Do not fear for I am with you…..”

-Personal application:  We to have been called into battle

-Joshua a man under Authority, a Warrior for His glory

3.  Numbers 13:16—Joshua, a man of Faith  (he trusted in the promises of 
God, he and Caleb!  12 spies were sent in to the promised land to spy it out)

-Get a little grasp of the source of his faith as you turn to Exodus 33:11

-Joshua 1:7-9!  

-Personal application:  “What or who we put our faith in determines the 
amount of victory we will see in the midst of the battle before us!”  

4.  Deut.  31:7-8, 23, Joshua, a man of Leadership, (albeit maybe 
reluctantly)  

-Joshua 1:5-7---Both Moses encouraged him as well as God the Father did, 
to be all that God created him to be.  

-Personal application:  All of us in one sphere or another have been given 
the mantle of leadership, personally, home, work, society.  Will we lead for 
His glory, in His power as Joshua did?

5.  Joshua 24:14-15, “Joshua a man committed to bring glory to God, 
and to pass it on”
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-Joshua 24:31, Judges 2:6-8—What a legacy!

Note though the sadness in the following text, Judges 2:10-12, 21:25.  

-Personal application:  We are responsible to live well for His glory in our 
generation and to pass it on to future generations.  Paul’s words in 
2 Tim. 2:2, “The things you have heard from me, in the presence of many 
witnesses….”  But we can’t determine if they do or not, we can only do
our part in this generation!!!  

-Joshua a Model to follow, as he was :
1. Under the authority of his leader as a servant/learner

2.  He was a warrior for God’s glory

3.  Joshua was a man of faith

4.  Joshua accepted his role as a leader

5.  Joshua was committed to bring glory to God and pass it on!
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