
“The Ground of Faithfulness”
                                                  2 Peter 1:12-21

Hook:  Several years ago I met a very nice young couple at a conference I and
Farrol were directing.  We had a meal or two together and then they wanted to 
Talk to us privately.  What unfolded over the next day and a half was several
Talks and discussions about the kind of group they called Bible study group
They were involved with.  Unfortunately for them it was a group of people 
Who loved one another but their teaching was false, they were counterfeit 
Christians---the group was a cult that lured this couple in and taught them 
Destructive heresies.

-Sadly, the kinds of people that cults lure into their group are immature men
And women of the faith because they did not have a solid ground of faith to
Stand on!

-Friends, we are studying in the book of 2 Peter and will be looking at 2 Peter
1:12-21, “The Ground of Faithfulness.”  

-Review:
-Who Peter was writing to?  Christians spread all over the area.

-Why did he write?  To call Christians then and now to spiritual growth so that
They can combat apostasy, false teaching and live faithfully, regardless of how
Difficult life becomes for them!

-Prayer 

-Friends, false teachers find it easy to seduce people who do not know the Bible
But who are desirous of “experiences” with the Lord but their depth of biblical
Knowledge is shallow at best!  “The Christian who knows what he believes and
Why he believes it will seldom be seduced by false teachers or bad doctrine!

-Peter wants these believers to know the Ground of faith on which they walk is
Solid ground and cannot be shaken!

1.  Vs. 12-15, Remember the Word lasts forever!

-Two things are eternal friends, the Word of God and People and Peter wanted 
These readers to be reminded of this fact.  

-Three times in Vs. 12-15, “I will remind you,” “stir you up by way of reminder”
“You may be able to call these things to mind!”  
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-Peter wanted his readers to know that they were not the foundation of the faith
But Christ the “Living Word of God” was!  He is the chief Cornerstone that ties
The building together.   “Friends if the church is going to last it cannot be built
On mere men, it has to be built on “Christ alone” the Living Word taught to us
By the written Word.  

-Peter had 3 motives behind his ministry:
1.  Vs. 12—“I shall always be ready to remind you:” I will not be negligent, so
I give it to you again to strengthen you!
2.  Vs. 13—“I consider it right,”  It’s the right thing to do, it is suitable to remind
Them of the significance of the Word of God!
3.  Vs. 15—“I will also be diligent” zealous, passionate, Peter knew he would soon
Die, he took his spiritual responsibilities seriously—

-He wanted to stir them up—to awaken, to arouse—to much careless living, to many
Are getting pulled into the false teachings, relying on experiences and not on the
Truth of God’s Word!  Peter wanted to bring the significance of standing on the 
Solid ground of His word to their mind----again!!!

-Paul—Phil. 3:1, “Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord.  To write the same
Things again is no trouble to me, and it is a safeguard for you.” 
-Our Lord often repeated Himself as He taught the people, so they would get it!

-Friends the Church is always one generation away from extinction.  We must pass
It on, remind men and women, boys and girls of the centrality of knowing the 
Word that is living and active and sharper than any two edged sword!!!

2.  Vs. 16-18, The Majesty of God’s Word

-It is important to distinguish between the written Word (the Bible) and the living
Word, Jesus Christ.  They are both major avenues of God’s revelation and one—
The Written Word of God teaches us of the Living Word—Jesus Christ!

-“But we were eyewitnesses of His majesty”  The “We” is Peter, James and John!
The inner circle of Christ’s disciples.  What was the significance of the transfiguration?

1.  It confirmed Peter’s testimony about Jesus Christ.  Matthew 16:13-16.  Peter saw
The Son in all His glory, he heard the Father speak of His Son!  

2.  The Transfiguration had special significance for Jesus Christ who was nearing
Calvary.  It was the Father’s way of strengthening the Son.  The Father spoke from
Heaven and assured the Son of His love and approval.  “The Transfiguration was 
Proof that suffering leads to glory, when we are in the will of God.”
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3.  The message assured the disciples about the promised Kingdom to come.  The
False teachers would teach that the Kingdom of God would never come and it 
Robbed the young believers of their blessed hope!   This was not a cleverly devised
Tale.  But God spoke from Heaven!
-Peter not only saw Christ’s glory, but he heard the Father’s voice “from the 
Magnificent glory.”  “Is Jesus Christ of Nazareth the Son of God?  Yes, He is!!
How do we know?  The Father said so!”

-Friends experiences fade, but the Word of God remains sure and steadfast and an
Anchor of our soul!

-When we look at 2 Peter 2, we will learn that apostate/false teachers try to turn
Fellow believes away from the Word and into experiences.  Peter affirms to these
Believers, It’s not about deepening in your experiences, it is about deepening in the
Word of God!

3.  Vs. 19-21, “The Word more certain, shines brighter and brighter”

-God’s written word has validity and authority.  It is:

More sure—Seen in the Transfiguration---Moses the Law Giver, Elijah—
the Great prophet of God:  Jesus fulfilled the law and the prophets.

-The Holy Spirit wrote the record for the church to read!  Learn! Remember!

-Ps. 19:7, “The testimony of the Lord is sure.”
-Ps. 93:5, “Thy testimonies are very sure”
-Ps. 111:7, “All His commandments are sure

-In this exhortation Peter told how to derive meaning from God’s Word---Pay 
Attention to it!  
-Jesus said, Luke 11:28, “Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and 
Observe it!”
-Jesus in Luke 6:47, “Everyone who comes to Me, and hears My words and acts
Upon them, I will show you whom he is like….”

The Apostle Peter wrote of:
1.  Illumination---Vs. 19—God is light and His word is light—shines into darkness

2.  Revelation---Vs. 20—It was the Spirit who revealed the Word to the mind of man

3.  Inspiration---Vs. 21—2 Tim. 3:14-17—These are the two important texts affirming
The divine inspiration of the Word of God.   Scriptures were not written by men who 
Used their own ideas and words, but by men of God who were moved by the Holy
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Spirit.  Carried along by, God breathed into….Not the inventions of man.  

The apostates, false teachers, denied the promise of Christ’s coming thus denying the
Prophetic scriptures!  They denied the deity of Christ—Thus denying scriptures….
“The Spirit of God teaches us the Word of God to conform us into the image of 
God for 
The glory of God!”   The Ground of Scripture is solid ground for the faithful!!!!
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