
“Beware of the False Teachers”
                                                               2 Peter 2

Story of Reverend Ike & Reverend Jim Jones.  Two false teachers that brought great 
devastation to their followers and even death.  Yet they looked so much like the real
deal to so many young believers.  

-False teachers abound and can be amongst us.  Peter in 2 Peter chapter 2 warns those
He is writing to of not only their values but describes their characteristics of how they
do life so that these Christ followers can “BEWARE” and be on their guard against
these deceptive ones.  

-Who do these false teachers attack?  It could be any of us, if we don’t stay sharp, 
continue to grow in our faith and knowledge, staying away from biblical slothfulness,
and apathy, complacency in our walk.

-One wisely said, “to spot error or false teachers in anyway, you need to study and 
know the truth so well, that when lies and deceptions come your way, they are 
exposed immediately.”

-Background:  Who is Peter writing to?  Why did he write this letter?

-Pray-

“Beware of your adversaries those false teachers that are out there”  

-Where do these false teachers appear---like Prophets of old who appeared in the OT
temple for worship.  These false teachers were amongst the believers, often times in 
the church where they diluted the message.  

1.  Vs. 1-3, False Teachers Core Values

-Vs. 1, Destructive heresies, they often paraded themselves as Christian pastors teach-
ers, 
and evangelists.  They gave the impression that they were true to the Christian faith
when in fact they were imposters.  This is why it is so tragic when a church makes a 
virtue out of toleration of unscriptural teachings and ideas in the name of love & 
unity.   These often denied the Virgin Birth, Deity of Christ, the bodily resurrection and
His Second Coming!  They often would stand on their teaching that Christ is a good
teacher and even a prophet, but not “LORD!”   

-Peter mocks such a claim by writing of their coming damnation.
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-Vs. 2, Sensuality, Many of these false teachers, though they professed Christ, refused 
to
live under the Lordship of Christ but instead followed their own lusts to fulfill their 
own
sexual Desires.  When this happens this brings mocking and ridicule to the true faith!

-Vs. 3, Greed, False teachers are interested in one thing and that is making money.   
They exploit ignorant people and use their religion as a means to get what they want, 
monetarily.    

2.  Vs 4-9, False Teachers Doomed by their sin, but a remnant will be saved 

-In this section, Peter proved that judgment finally does come, no matter how secure
the sinner might feel and he used three examples to verify this truth.   

-Read also Jude 6-8 for a parallel passage

Vs. 4,  Angels who sinned.  These angels who sinned, did not keep their proper do-
main, 
they entered men who promiscuously cohabited with women.  

-Vs. 5, The Ancient World.  Noah ministered as a herald of Righteousness for 120 yrs.
but no one believed his message but Noah’s family, and all perished in the flood.

-Vs. 6, Sodom & Gomorrah.  In spite of Abraham’s intercessory prayer and Lot’s last
minute warning, the people of Sodom perished in fire and brimstone.  

-God did not spare them, nor will he spare sinners today who willfully reject His truth
and deny His Son.

-Vs. 7-8, Lot was called Righteous.   This Righteousness was imputed to him by grace
through faith, as it was to Abraham.  There was spiritual weakness in Lot, his heart was
in Sodom, yet he did hate the sins of his culture and sought ways to protect God’s 
Angels from harm.  He obeyed the Lord in not looking back at Sodom.  Though 
oppressed, troubled deeply and tormented, Lot was delivered.  

-Vs. 9, Be careful Christians that we allow ourselves to be so hardened that we are not 
shocked by the rampant sin in today’s society.  The Lord knows how to rescue the 
Righteous and how to punish the unrighteous.  God will deliver the godly from trials as 
He did Noah, Abraham and Lot, and so many more!

3.  Vs. 10-17, False Teachers Exposed  (8 characteristics of false teachers)

-1.  Shameless & proud of it. Vs. 13
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-2.  Integrity wreckers. Vs. 13b

-3.  They thrive on hypocrisy.  Vs. 13 C

-4.  They constantly prowl for their victims to commit adultery.  Vs. 14

-5.  They Prey on gullible people.  Vs. 14b

-6.  They are selfish to the core.  Vs. 14c

-7.  They are accursed, marked for destruction.  Vs. 14d

-8.  They have less sense than a donkey.  Vs. 15  (Remember Balaam was an OT 
compromising prophet for sale to whomever paid him.  He preferred wealth and
popularity over faithfulness and obedience to God.  Through a talking donkey kept 
Him from cursing Israel.  Numbers 22-24)

4.  Vs. 18-22, Their devastating impact

-False teachers deceive the weak with high sounding words that masquerade as 
Scholarship or profound spiritual insight and even as direct revelation from God.   

-False teachers entice others to their philosophies by appealing to people on the baser 
level.  Seduction rather than the winsomeness of truth.  

-They profess the Christian experience but by their lives they ultimately turn back to
their old way of living.  (The closing two analogies Vs. 22)

Close:  Peter is warning these believers to not be taken in by these false teachers, de-
ceived in anyway.  Instead to know the “Firm Foundation of Truth they have to stand 
on, to 
live it out in their lives in a manner where Christ is glorified until He calls them 
home to glory!
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