
                                          Standing firm with joy filled expectation
                                                               2 Peter 3:1-9

Hook:  We live in a crazy, mixed up world.  Christians are being persecuted, mocked
made fun of and even sometimes tortured and some even martyred for their faith in
Jesus Christ.  

-How are we to live as a Christ follower in such a world?  What should our response
be to the happenings all around us?  

-These are not new issues to those who know Christ as their personal Savior.  Not at
all.  Since the beginning of time, bad things happen to good people, persecution has
and will continue to happen.  

-Darkness does not like light!  Sin & Evil wants to have free reign and does not want
to be held accountable for their actions.  Mankind wants to determine what truth is 
and to be allowed to live in a manner they want instead of what will bring the glory 
to God that He deserves. 

-Living His way for His glory must be our highest desire, but it is---oh so hard!

-For the next weeks I want to look at what it means to be a “Strong and Stable Church 
in the world we live in.”  Remember the Church is you and me as Christ followers!

-In 2 Peter 3 we will see what Peter has to say about  “Standing firm with joy filled
expectation” in the midst persecution, heartache and false teachers that abound.

-Pray

-Who was Peter writing to?      Why was it written?  Several things I want us to 
learn so that we might stand firm with joy filled expectation.  

1.  Vs. 1, You are loved with an everlasting love----Stand Secure

-Beloved—Loved ones—seen four times in this chapter—1, 8,14, 17

-Loved of God and the author, the Apostle Peter.  1 John 3:16a, John 10:10b &11,
Rom. 5:8,9.  

-Peter understood the great love of Christ and passed that same love he had 
received on to these dear readers.  

-John 5:37-40, So vital to see His love is everlasting and will not be taken away.
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-Peter’s purpose was to stir them up, to stimulate them to Christ honoring thinking
and living by recalling how much they were loved of God and by him.

2.  Vs. 2-4, He did not want them to forget but to “remember.”  

-2 Peter 1:12,13.  Peter’s readers needed to be reminded to never forget all the
way the Lord has led them and will lead them in the future to glory.

-Why do we need to be reminded?  Because mockers will come.  People who 
want to look religious at times but deny the Truth of God!  Live self-centered lives. 

-Mockers, False teachers abound:  Shameless & Proud of it, Lack of integrity, 
thrive on Hypocrisy, Constantly prowling for victims, preying on gullible people, 
selfish to the core.

-These Mockers are driven by their lust of both the flesh and the eyes, sexual and 
envious sins.  Wanting to have their pleasures met.

-They laugh and mock, scoff, make fun of true Christ followers:

-How?  They deny Christ (2:1), They deny His return (3:4).  He’s not coming back,
we are free to do what we want when we want it.  An arrogant snobbery and 
disdain for the idea of a coming judgment, which led to sexual perversion!

-Their mocking/scoffing took the form of a stinging question:  Where is this
“Coming” he promised? (3:4)  

-They had rejected the promise of His coming that Jesus made and so often repeated, 
Paul repeated it, and now Peter repeated it.  

-John 14:1-3, Acts 1:11, 1 Cor. 15:23, 2 Cor. 1:14, Phil. 1:6, “You get the idea of 
His promised return.”  They denied, mocked and scoffed at.

-What they were arguing is known as “Uniformitarianism,” The cosmic process 
of the present and the future can be understood solely on the basis of how the 
cosmos has operated in the past.  Ruling out divine intervention in the universal 
order.  The universe is governed by natural laws and divine intervention, miracles, 
and the workings of the HolySpirit simply cannot happen!

-Why would these mockers and scoffers do this?  If coming judgment were certain
they would have to be held accountable for their sins.  So they just thought they
would deny it!  
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3.  Vs. 5-7, Stand Firm on His Truth

-Peter met these arguments head on by reviewing some ancient history so these,
as well as each of us as Christ followers would not grow weary or lose heart.
-God the creator is also God the judge.  The scoffers deliberately forget God’s
Creation and the Flood, an interesting contrast with Peter’s constant reminders.
remember!!!

-The scoffers/false teachers deliberately put aside God’s Word and then 
complained that God’s word was not doing anything.

4.  Vs. 8-9, Work in the time of “His patience”

-The day of the Lord includes the time right after the rapture of the church, the
Tribulation, the millennium and the great white throne judgment, and the 
destruction of the present heavens and the earth.  

-Judgment will come---The saved—at the Judgment seat of Christ---2 Cor. 5:9,
10.  This will take place sometime during the tribulation---Judged not for our
sins, but how we used our time, talents and treasures to honor our worthy 
Lord and Savior.   

-The Great White Throne Judgment:  After the Millennium, ungodly, those who
have rejected Christ will be judged with everlasting destruction.

-Why focus here on what is known as the “Justness” of God?  Remember what
these dear people were going through and by whose hands it came about.  
awful atrocities put on Christ followers-----

-Why should the Lord be so long in coming?  Peter offered two answers:
1.  God counts time differently than man.  People see time against time; But 
God sees time against eternity.  Time only seems long because of man’s 
finite perspective!  With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a 
thousand years are like a day.

-What to people including scoffers, may seem like a long time is to the Lord
very short.  This present church age in God’s eyes, has not quite lasted two 
days!

2.  God wants as many people as possible to be saved.  God’s time table is 
modified by His patience a major attribute of the Heavenly Father!

-God is not talking about Universal salvation here—God willed everyone to be
saved.  These vs’s describe God’s wishes and desires.  He longs that all would 
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be saved but knows that many reject Him.

-Read vs 10—next Sunday—How we are to live?  

Standing Firm, on His truth according to His will for His glory until He calls
us home---He is coming again!
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