
Dear Friends,

We have just said goodbye to the last car load of family members.  After a week and a 
half of having our family (both sides at different times) from near and far here in 
Kearney for two special things our son, his wife and three kids just drove out of the 
driveway.  Now, I won't get all melancholy in this note, but grandpa still gets a lump in 
his throat and tears in his eyes as they drive out and head back to Omaha.  It is so fun 
to watch your family grow and to be a part of that process!  Farrol & I are very blessed 
for sure!

As they were driving away, these words from a great ole hymn flooded my mind, 
"Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide, Strength for today and bright hope for 
tomorrow---blessings all mine, with then thou-sand beside!"  We had a great time to-
gether and so much laughter, (dishes), fun and did I say dishes????  My two grandsons 
(7 & 5 yrs old) & I went out for a ride and ended up at the Axtell cafe.  What a thrill to 
sit there and laugh, drink a pop together (I heard a few times that dad doesn't let us do 
this all the time), and talk about God and His love for us and desire for all our family 
and friends to come to know Him.  My oldest grandson Eli asked how we can know for 
certain if someone is going to heaven and I had him read from 1 John chapter 5 vs. 11-
13 (love the I phone Bible app).  You should have seen the smile on his face when he 
read "These things I have written in order that you may know you have eternal life!"  
What a joy to see (now before you think were to spiritual the youngest grandson kept 
drinking his pop and eating his candy bar, another first in awhile I was told....lol).  

I love our earthly family so much and the Church of Jesus Christ God has surrounded 
us with.  I am honored to serve both families in this great time of life......But oh, the 
wonderfulness of knowing that God's presence through both the Word of God and the 
indwelling Holy Spirit is right here to bring true and lasting joy, when the house is 
empty and quiet, guidance for the days ahead as we seek to honor Him, strength to 
carry on to accomplish His purpose in our generation He has set before us and true and 
lasting hope for all eternity.  

It is sooooooo True-----"Great is Thy Faithfulness Lord unto me & each of us as Christ 
followers, for truly "The Lord's lovingkindness indeed never ceases, His compassion's 
never fail, Great is Thy Faithfuless (Lamentations 2:22-23)!!"  

Your friend,  

Doug
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