
Dear Friends,

Today all around the globe men/women, boys and girls who wish, will 
receive the mark of the cross on their forehead and back of their hand 
commemorating the beginning of lent, the beginning of the Easter sea-
son 2014.   

In light of some things that are happening around the land, the political 
climate all around us, the pressures that many are facing both from 
within and without it is a "good time" to step back and ask, "what differ-
ence will Easter 2014 make in our life as a Christ follower?"  

Would you take some time each day and join me in meditating/
pondering/chewing on the question above?  I don't want the remem-
brance of the greatest single event in all of human history to go by with-
out it impacting me/us deeper and more significantly than ever before, 
now and each day He gives us to live on this earth.  

How do we do this?  Take some time each day and think on truths like 
the following, I am sure you can add to this list:

-2 Corinthians 5:21, "He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him"
-Romans 5:8,9, "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, having 
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God 
through Him."
-Hebrews 6:19-20, "This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, a hope 
both sure and steadfast and one which enters within the veil, where Je-
sus has entered as a forerunner for us, having become a high priest for-
ever...."
-And one of the greatest truths of all, from Luke 24:1, 5, 6, "But on the 
first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, bringing the 
spices which they had prepared.  The angel said, "Why do you seek the 
living One among the dead?  He is not here, but He has risen."
-1 Peter 1:15, "But like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves 
also in all your behavior."  
-Acts 1:8, "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all 
Judea, and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth."
-1 Corinthians 15:57 & 58, "But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  Therefore, my beloved brethren, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, know-
ing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord." 
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My prayer for each of us reading this is that we would grow in His grace 
and knowledge and allow His Spirit to conform us to the image of Christ 
for His glory like never before this Easter season!  

Your friend,

Doug
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