
“What makes a Strong, Stable, Vibrant Church?”
                                                            Acts 20:17-35

Hook:  This past Wednesday Ash Wednesday was observed in many parts of the World
and in many denominations.  The beginning of the Easter season.  I knew Easter was 
coming up as the stores had the pretty pink bunnies and all the goodies in those bright
spring colors.  Very pretty, but…….Not what Easter is all about.

-May I throw this question out to each of you, “What difference will Easter 2014 make
in your life?  The single greatest event in all of History…..The Death, Burial and 
Resurrection of our Lord for the sin of mankind….offering salvation to all who will 
believe and receive.  What difference will Easter 2014 make in our heart?

-One area that I hope to grow in and deepen in not only this Easter season, but on a 
daily
basis is the area of “Commitment!”  

-So lacking in the individuals life, in our homes, church and in building a strong soci-
ety.

-Story of a couple who had a chance for an easier life with another person, supposedly..

Commitment:  Pledge, bind to a certain cause/policy or mission.  Dedicated to--Sold
out to this cause, mission…

-What makes a Strong, Stable, Vibrant Church?  Commitment----Four Commitments 
I’d
like to talk about today that are essential in building a Church, Home that is Strong, 
Stable and Vibrant!

Pray

-Turn with me to Acts 20 beginning in vs. 17-18—History of the Church at Ephesus.

-For there to be stability of character, strength for obedience and a vibrancy that is 
contagious we must be:

1.  Vs. 19, Committed to a Great Person…..Jesus Christ

-“Life is not about you, and it’s not about me, it is about Jesus Christ and His glory 
shinning forth through our life.”

-Jesus:  The Lord is Salvation         Christ:  Anointed One of God!
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-Let’s look at some of these texts:
-1 Cor. 15:3-6
-Acts 4:12
-Acts 10:43
-Phil. 2:10-11

-Not Buddah, Allah, the many God’s of the Hindu’s—Ganges River---All dead or in 
the case of the Ganges River it is drying up.  All are in the grave---One and only One
defeated sin and death’s stranglehold---Jesus Christ the Righteous!

-2 Cor. 4:5, “For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves
As your bondservants for Jesus sake.”  

-Character of Humility—Acts 20:19-23

-Committed to a Great Person---Jesus Christ!

2.  Acts 20:24-27, “Committed to dying to self

-So hard to do----Romans 7:15, 18, 19, 24-25

-Luke 9:23

-Galatians 2:20     &     Galatians 5:16

-There will be a crisis in our innermost being all the time, “My will---my way---Or
God’s?????

-Dying to self and living for His glory is the highest act of love we show to our Lord!

-2 Cor. 6:3-10.  Paul’s example!

3.  Acts 20:28-31, Committed to a Great Purpose

-Shepherd/Serve/Care for/Build up

-Whose given you this responsibility?  The Holy Spirit to each of us as Christ follow-
ers!

-A Strong/Stable/Vibrant Church just does not happen.  All of us do our part!
 -Be on guard for yourself
 -Shepherd the flock
 -Recognize whose flock it is
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-Fulfill your calling/responsibility, at home and in Church

-Ephesians 4:11-13, 1 Cor. 12:18-22.  All Christ followers are important!

4.  Acts 20:35, Committed to Great Principles

-Live by Grace

-Work hard in your serving

-Give---Wholeheartedly, Unashamedly for His glory.  
-How much you ask?  Let this be your guide……2 Cor. 9:6-11

5.  Committed to Continually Growing & Passing it on for generations to come!

-History of the Church at Ephesus----

-Acts 20—Growing Strong, Stable & Vibrant Church!  Had a great impact

-Revelation 2:1-7—Left their first love

-History tells us that for a few years the church of Ephesus returned to it’s former
state of making a great impact.  But a short while later it closed….it became only
a church of history.

-I don’t want that for LFF, or for your home as either.  To prevent this, we must
continue to nurture….grow in our commitment to:

-Our Lord Jesus Christ
-Dying to our self centered pleasures and desires
-Committed to a great Purpose:  
-Committed to great Principles: 
-Committed to passing it on….2 Timothy 2:2is 
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