
Dear Friends,

No matter where we look there are people who are facing turbulence 
and hard issues that life has thrown out at them for one reason or 
another.  All of us, at one point or another have been there and it is just 
not fun to deal with, but...these sure are a natural part of our existence.  
Everything seems to be going well, then all of a sudden.....bam....we get 
hit with something that we were not expecting and it can......does not 
have to.....knock us off balance emotionally.

The disciples were just told by Jesus, "Let us go over to the other side 
(Mark 4 35)," while Jesus was in the back of the boat sleeping......bam 
(my paraphrase) "a fierce storm rose up and the disciples were terribly 
afraid."  

Now I have been in a boat when the wind came up, not only was I sick 
from the tossing and turning, I wondered, were we going to make it to 
shore alive?  The text says it was a "fierce gale of wind, so much so the 
waves were breaking over the boat and the boat was filling up."   I am 
sure you know the rest of the story and have heard it preached/taught 
many times, but it is a great reminder that the only One that can calm 
life's storms is Jesus Christ.  It doesn't always mean He will take the 
storms away from us as they often cause us to deepen and mature in our 
faith, but it is always true, that He has promised us that Heaven is in front 
of us for all eternity and He will see us safely through the storms of life to 
the shores of glory!  

I love these thoughts when facing life's difficulties, "He is our Peace," "He 
is our Comfort," "He is our Joy," "He is our Hope," "He is our Deliverer!"  
When we as His children put our faith and trust in Christ alone, regard-
less of the storms we face in life, the wonderful truth of this story rings 
out, "Hush be still" for they have no power over us (unless we allow 
doubt and fear to creep in, let's don't do that friends)!

The calm, peace of Christ that surpasses all understanding will guard 
your heart and mind in Christ Jesus!!!  

May His peace be richly yours friends,

Doug
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