
                                      “The Model to Follow”

There are many models in our world for each of us to follow.  Recently
the Oracle from Omaha held his annual conference.  Many sit on the
end of their chairs hanging on every word that Warren Buffet has to say
following what he says about finances.  The man who started the modern
movement with tattoos on the pro basketball circuit is Dennis Rodman,
definitely not a model to follow but one that many have.  Some are good, 
and some are not so good, some lead us down a path of hurt an suffering and 
often to self destruction and others help us be better human beings.  In each
case, we are the ones that choose who we will follow as models.

-Today we began our summer series in the Gospel of Mark.  We are going 
to take a plane ride over the 16 chapters and glean from it several truths
to help us understand that Christ is truly “THE” Model to Follow.  The 
One to emulate, become like in our life.

-Many of us remember the often warn bracelet that had “WWJD” on it.
it meant, What would Jesus do.  I want us to understand, What did Jesus do,
and begin to emulate that in our daily lives.  We have some of what He did
clearly revealed in the 4 Gospels, What He did, for us to follow:
 -How He treated people
 -How He responded to the governing authorities over Him
 -How He handled finances, trials, temptations, Etc….

-We are going to take a chapter each week and seek to draw from it some
clear application for our lives.  Yet the choice is ours who we will follow.  I
want to urge you to pattern your life after Him.

-Before we begin chapter 1, let’s seek to understand the background of Mark.

-Mark is the second of four Gospels.  But very likely the first one written.  
Mark was influenced by Peter and his cousin Barnabas.  Mark gives us great
encouragement as we learn that one failure does not mean that God does not
put us on the ministry shelf.

-Gospel—Good News—Something significant had happened—The Good News
about Jesus Christ.  The Gospel-is God’s power through Jesus Christ to save
all who believe.

-Matthew/Mark/Luke—are known as the synoptic Gospels—“A viewing together”

-Matthew was written for Israel—presents Jesus as the King of the Jews
-Luke—written toward all Gentiles—Christ the Son of man
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-John—known as the spiritual chapter of the bible, The divine Son of God.
-Mark—written for the Roman Gentiles—the strong man Jesus, meek with power
under control—presents Christ as the servant of all

-Mark is broken down into two sections:  Ch. 1-10; Service of the servant and
Ch. 11-16, Sacrifice of the servant

-In Matt.’s gospel, He is the King, In Mark’s, He is the servant of God and man

-Key vs. Mark 10:45, great question to ask, “what happens to servants?”

-Mark is a gospel of action, “Immediately” is mentioned 40+ times

-Jesus is presented as constantly on the go, meeting people’s needs!

-It is not a historical or biographical—but intensely practical—Mark was writing
a book for the guidance and support of his fellow Christians in a situation of 
intense crisis.

-Matthew and Luke give genealogies, King and Son ship need genealogies

-Mark gives references—Servants need references.  Chapter 1 gives several 
dependable ones.  Turn with me to Mark 1

-Vs. 1, Intro to “The” Model to follow, His personal credentials
-Jesus—divinely given persona name—YAHWEH is salvation
-Christ—Messiah—The anointed One of God
-The Son of God—Points to Christ’s unique relationship to God.  He is man (Jesus)
and God’s special agent (Messiah)—but He is also fully divine.

-Vs. 2-13—His coming was prophesied by Isaiah some 700 years before it happened 
in Isaiah 40:3, and some 400 years the prophet Malachi said in chapter 3:1.
-He was announced by John the Baptist Mark 1:4-8
-The Father and the Holy Spirit commended Him Vs. 9-11
-Satan could not defeat Him Vs. 12-13

-He is One we can trust and follow after my friends!!!

-Baptism:
-John’s baptism-was one of repentance for the Jew and required repentance in view 
of the coming Messiah—Self baptism 

-Jesus baptism-identified Christ with mankind’s human nature and sin, though He
was perfectly sinless and had no sins of His own to confess—Identified with the
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baptism of Righteousness.  Hebrews 2:17-18, Hebrews 4:15-16

-Our baptism-so important is a public identification with Christ’s death, burial and 
resurrection.
-Vs. 16-45, We see what He can do—what His work is!

-Vs. 16-20, He can guide our lives and make them successful
-Vs. 21-28, and is the only One who can overcome Satan
-Vs. 29-34 & 40-45, He is the One that can overcome sickness & disease.  Note 
His great love for people.

-Vs. 35—Where the Servant got His power—Great model, don’t miss this nor
neglect it!  If our Lord did this and desired this, how much more should we?

-He did not allow the demands of the work to rob Him of the time He needed to
renew His strength!

-Why are so many Christians leading defeated lives, filled with anxieties and 
distractions?  We are not spending time alone with the Father, for refreshment,
fulfillment and joy.

-“THE” Model to follow---“THE” One to emulate is Jesus Christ.  His credentials
are impeccable, He is who He says that He is and is worthy to follow!
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