
Dear Friends,

Many years ago I read a book entitled "Finishing Strong" by Steve 
Farrar.  It was and still is a powerful book in my life to help me keep fo-
cused on what are the significant areas to maintain so that I will not only 
finish my course but finish my course well for His glory.  

I had the privilege of growing up spiritually with men who have modeled 
this for my life.  Names that I hold dear that might not mean much to 
you, but oh, my, these were men who not only finished their course but 
finished well.  Men with the names of Earnest, Curt, Carl, Cliff, Roy, 
Howard, Harold, Ivan and I could go on and on, but men who modeled 
what it means to "Finish Strong."  

Recently I read an article by Dr. Gary McIntosh that defined what it 
means to "Finish Strong."  He stated that Christian men and women who 
finish well maintain 1) A close relationship with the Lord, 2) Are still grow-
ing, and 3) Leave behind a legacy of positive contributions.  

I can still hear my 92 year old friend Earnest say, "I have so much yet to 
learn of my Lord."  Wow, this attitude does not just happen, we purpose it 
to be so, friends.  

A Christian that finishes strong, has determined their life is made signifi-
cant as one maintains a humble heart (life is not about you or me, it is 
about His glory being seen in and through us).  That we grow in the 
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We finish well as we in-
vest in others, mentoring, building, serving, encouraging, supporting, re-
leasing them into His service for His glory.  Finishing Well does not hap-
pen by accident, it happens as we daily make the choice to "Walk in the 
Spirit and give no desire to the flesh," that the Fruit of Wisdom (James 
3:17) is seen in and through us, regardless of the circumstances or ob-
stacles in life we face.  

Friends, join me in setting our life apart, not to live like so many in our 
world, but to live in a manner worthy of our calling, to "Finish Strong" for 
His glory and honor.  

Have a "strong" day friends,

Doug
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