
                                         The Kingdom of God is at hand
                                                             Mark 4

We’re studying in the book of Mark, chapter 4. It is an exciting part of Mark’s
Gospel as John the Baptist had announced the coming of the King.  The crowds
had come desiring that Jesus their new King would relieve them from the
oppression of the Roman Govt. and set up a new reign on this earth.

Little did they know this is what He was doing, but not the way they wanted 
Him to do it.

Great crowds had come to see Him heal and to hear Him.  Christ begin to paint
Word pictures for them that captured the attention of His hearers and forced them
to use their imagination and to think.  These word pictures are called Parables.

Today we will see 4 Parables called Kingdom Parables.  These come alongside
His teaching to help the hearers understand the meaning of the story.

Three things parables teach:
1.  A true parable gets the listeners involved and compels the listener to make a
personal decision about God’s truth and his or her life.
2.  A parable becomes a mirror which we see ourselves in.
3.  It is also a window in which we see God and His truth.  How we respond to that
truth will determine what further truth God will teach us.

-In these four parables we see Jesus’ rule come into human experience in a new
Spiritual form.

The parable of the sower

Vs. 1,2, The background.  The crowd did not really understand Jesus, many were
unbelievers and were there for the wrong reason.  The Disciples were able to
see and hear the Kingdom message

 Vs. 3-9, Begins and ends with a call for careful attention.  The sower originally
was Jesus, who came teaching the Word, bringing the reign of God.  Today,
anyone who shares God’s truth is a sower.  The “seed” represents God’s Word.
The sower scattered seed over an unplowed field.

Vs. 10-14, In the parable we see diversity of response to God/s word as it has been
sowed.  The seed fell on four kinds of soil.  The believers responsibility is to “sow”
people who hear must determine how they receive the Word.

Vs. 15, The seed fell upon hard compacted ground.  Many hearts are like this.  They
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resist the Word of God and Satan/birds snatch the seed away.  People will allow
all kinds of influences in their lives-a little of this and a little of that sin and their
heart becomes hardened.

Vs. 16-17, The seed fell upon rocky soil.  Very shallow soil so that whatever is
planted won’t last—no roots can develop.  This represents an emotional hearer, that
joyfully accepts God’s word but does not understand the price that must be paid to 
confess and repent of their sin and allow Christ to cleanse and purify them.  When tri-
als
come or persecution, this person falls away.

Vs. 18-19, The seed fell on thorny soil.  All kinds of things that crowd out the Word in
this persons life.  They receive the Word, but this person does not repent and remove
the weeds out of their life.  These take their eyes off of Christ and the hearer becomes
distracted with the cares of this world and turns away from the important things of life.

Vs. 20, The seed fell on good soil.  This person hears the word accepts it for what it is
the very word of God and bears fruit some 30-60-100 fold.  In other words they are 
open to and receptive to the Word of God for their personal lives and how it will impact 
them.  They bear 
fruit, lead productive lives, for His glory. Their life is changed as the Spirit of God is 
allowed
to flow in and through them producing His Fruit.  

The Parable of the Lamp Vs. 21-25.  The lamp was actually a clay dish filled with oil 
and a
wick.  The lamp represents Jesus.  The more one listens to the Word of  God with spiri-
tual 
perception and appropriates it, the more the truth about Jesus will be revealed to his 
life.

Light creates responsibility to reveal in love His truth for His glory.  

We have a beautiful new sign out front at LFF.  But the best sign of all is you shinning 
forth
His love and truth in the sphere of influence He has put each of you in!

The Parable of  the secretly growing seed Vs. 26-29.  The mysterious power of the 
Word of
God to produce a crop is emphasized and the harvest is seen.  The Word goes forth and 
as it
oes it will not come back void.  In 1940 all the Missionaries in China were expelled.  
Many of the known Christians in the country were rounded up and put in prison some 
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never to be seen again.  What happened to the church in China!  It flourished!  God’s 
word sown, will produce fruit.  

The Parable of the Mustard Seed Vs. 30-34.  The smallest seed they knew to plant in 
the ground at that time.  The Kingdom of God is like what happens to the mustard seed.  
It was insignificant and had a weak beginning, but a day will come when it will be 
great and powerful and give protection to those who live under it.  Through faith in 
Christ we are made a citizen of His Heavenly Kingdom and become a part of His fam-
ily for all eternity, no matter what happens here in this world. 

There were many more parables taught Mark says.  The disciples had listened and now 
they are put to the test.  They had heard and their faith had increased but now comes 
the test.  Note the order of events as we read 35-42.  First the Word is taught, then the 
storms (trials hit them) a choice has to be made to trust or turn from Him in doubt and 
worry.  The disciples flunked this first test.  

The Miracle Vs. 35-42.  Storms were not unusual on the sea of Galilee.  The sea is in a 
bowl surrounded by mountains.  The storm raged so much so the disciples were fright-
ened that they would perish.  Jesus had told them to get into the boat and that they 
would go across to the other side.  He proceeded to go into the back of the boat and fall 
asleep.  The storm came up and the disciples came running back and asked Jesus was 
He not concerned that they would perish.  Their faith in His Word was tested in this 
storm.  In life our faith is often tested after we have grown spiritually we see if we are 
really real and a storm comes up.  Will we fear or respond in faithful obedience?

If the disciples had truly trusted in His Word they would have not panicked and a 
would not have accused Him of not caring.  The disciples had missed who Jesus really 
was.  They would one day get it though.  

Application for our lives today
1.  His Word can be trusted, it will never fail us!  Sow it don’t hide it.
2.  Faith is not blind, it is knowing faith, saving faith, protecting faith and multiplying 
faith.  
3.  When Christ is the center of our life and your faith is in Him alone, when the storms 
of life come you can smile and know, “you win!”  The very resurrection power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ lives within you!
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