
Dear Friends,

Since 1979, when I was challenged by a mentor, Pastor Curt Lehman, to 
read a little from the book of Proverbs every day, I have endeavored to 
do so.  He said, "if you want to be wise in a foolish world you will learn 
these great principles for life."  I did not know how "right on" Pastor 
Lehman would be (he was right in most things by the way).  

In Proverbs "me" is referring to wisdom.  Wisdom from above James 3 
and vs. 17 says is, "first pure, then peaceable, gentle, reasonable, full of 
mercy and good fruits, unwavering, without hypocrisy."  I have felt for 
years that if more and more Christ followers understood the truth of this 
definition there would be a lot less home and church conflicts.  Let me 
explain. 

Read with me Proverbs 8 and the following texts in vs. 34-36 now that 
we understand a little of the word "me."  "Blessed (joy filled and prosper-
ous) is the man who listens to me, watching daily at my gates (to make 
sure our walk is a walk of wisdom consistently) waiting at my doorposts.  
For he who finds me finds life, and obtains favor from the Lord."  Note 
this warning, may we each heed it, "But he who sins against me injures 
himself; all those who hate me love death."  

How do we sin against wisdom you ask?  By walking in foolishness or 
the flesh.  James again teaches in chapter 3 that if you have "bitter jeal-
ousy, or selfish ambition and are arrogant" that wisdom is earthly, natural 
and demonic.  For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there is 
disorder and every evil thing."  Does this not explain why there are so 
many conflicts in the home and church or what......Oh my!  

Friends, I am challenged with this simple truth found in this great book of 
the Bible known as Proverbs.  Striving to grow in wisdom that is from 
God, that wisdom that has at it's forefront that which is pure, motives and 
all.  That which makes for peace and the building up of one another in 
Christ Jesus.  That which is gentle---kind, tenderhearted.  That which is 
reasonable, not off on some tangent but ready to obey what the Lord has 
set before us.  That which is full of mercy--withholding what people de-
serve and grace filled, giving them what they don't deserve.  That which 
is abundant in good fruits (the Fruit of the Spirit).  Certain and unwaver-
ing and with a growing consistency of character, not hypocritical.  

When we seek for this wisdom with all our heart, and desire to see it 
lived out from our life we will never be more alive, effective and the im-
pact we will make will be great for His glory both at home and in the 
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church.  But when the opposite happens and we walk as a fool we walk 
as if dead.  Can we do this biblical wisdom?  You bet, or it wouldn't be 
written to us in His Word to watch for, seek after, wait upon Him to fill us 
to overflowing.  

May we be "Wise" for His glory friends,

Doug
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