
Dear Friends,

I recently heard someone say that the Sermon on the Mt. (Matthew 5-7) 
was outdated and unreliable for today's needs, problems and issues.  I 
smile at the foolishness of this statement and if it was not on TV and 
would have been face to face I would have loved to ask the person be-
ing interviewed if they had not only read but understood arguably the 
"Greatest Sermon ever preached?"  Our Lord's words contain in it what 
are known as the Beatitudes or as Pastor Chuck Swindoll has said, "The 
attitudes of a believer."  

The only ones they are outdated and unreliable for are those who 
choose to do what they want, when they want to and how they want to 
do life.  In other words, they want to be their own god......  Which sadly 
to say, is where many in our land are at.  For if they followed the teach-
ings of our Lord they would see the essential elements of a fulfilled, joy-
ous and significant life, well lived.  

I want to draw your attention to the very first "attitude of a believer" as 
well as the last truth in chapter 7.  In chapter 5 and vs. 3 we read, 
"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."  Do 
you see what Jesus is saying friends?  Joy filled and prosperous are the 
ones who walk in true humility, recognizing that true kingdom living be-
gins with a proper view of self and a high, exalted view of God.  Pride 
brings destruction, dishonor and disillusionment.  Humility on the other 
hand is Christ living in and through us for His glory, not our own!  

The last major thought from this great sermon is a familiar one, "The 
wise person builds their life on the rock."  The steadfast truth of God's 
Word!  Choosing each day to know and act on what we know to be true 
from His Word brings stability, security and strength when the winds of 
adversity hit.

The foolish person builds their house on the sand.  That person where 
self rules, not denying or disciplining ones self in godliness results in a 
huge crash when the storms of life hit as well as poor decision making in 
the present.  

Outdated, Unreliable?  Only for those who think more of themselves then 
they should.      

Reliable, Authentic, and Life Changing for all of us that seek to know Him 
and to make Him known.  
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I choose the second one don't you?

Yours for His glory,

Doug
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