
“A Fulfilled Life”
Mark 10

When we were living in Lincoln we had a friend whose birthday was the same as 
mine.  He and his wife invited Farrol, me and our two kids over for dinner to celebrate 
the birthdays which we greatly enjoyed.  We had great fellowship and enjoyed the 
whole evening.  We got up to help with the cleaning of the table and picking up the 
dishes and they looked at us and would not hear of that.  They asked us to sit down 
and proceeded to tell us that they were there to serve us.  We were their guests in their 
home.  Did I mention they were in their 80’s and we were in our 40’s?

They were modeling what a fulfilled life really was.  A life of meaning and purpose 
that exemplified true servanthood.  For all of us that knew and watched them through-
out their life Earnest and Annie Lott exemplified what a Christ like servant looked 
like.  I am not sure I ever heard them complain, grumble, backbite or talk bad about 
others.  They understood what it meant to serve.  

Are you developing as a loyal servant?   One where the attitude of service permeates 
every facet of your life?  Or are you one that always wants to be served?  

Were studying in the Gospel of Mark and in chapter 10.  Today we see the key to a 
truly fulfilled life is one where we understand what it means to be a true servant and 
what it takes to live the life of a servant.  This is totally opposite of how we are trained 
in our society but it is right before God.

Mark 10:42-45 gives us the key to Mark’s gospel, the one true model to follow.  Jesus 
made it clear that He was amongst people not to be served but to serve and give His 
life as a ransom for many.  He stated that if we truly want to lead, we will be a servant 
slave of those we lead.  One who voluntarily renders useful service and forfeits his own 
rights in order to serve any and all.

1.  10:1-12, Servanthood and it’s impact on marriage

Vs. 1-2, the Pharisees came up to Jesus testing Him and wanting Him to self-
incriminate Himself as to His position on the legality of divorce or re-marriage.  Moses 
made it clear that God permitted both but the big question was “for what cause may a 
man put his wife away and take another?  The Pharisees were trying to trap Jesus.  
They had remembered what John the Baptist said to Herod when he had taken his 
brothers wife and committed adultery.  When John the Baptist confronted Herod about 
this adultery he had him beheaded.  They wanted to see if Jesus would incriminate 
Himself and possibly be killed for it.

The religious people of the day followed one of two interpretations on this subject:  
Rabbi Shammai had a strict interpretation where divorce was only granted for unfaith-
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fulness.  Rabbi Hillel had a more lenient interpretation and allowed divorce for almost 
any reason.  Note how Jesus deals with this.  He answers a question with a counter 
question (Vs. 3).

In vs. 4-9 Jesus takes them back to the first marriage and God’s plan for the husband 
wife relationship.  From the beginning, marriage meant one man and one women be-
coming one flesh for one lifetime.  This was God’s plan, not mans.  Sadly women of 
the day were mistreated and thrown out of the marriage like used furniture.  God estab-
lished marriage and He is the only one that should regulate it!  

Did Jesus allow for divorce?  According to Matthew 19:1-12, the corresponding pas-
sage, yes, in the case of immorality.  Why do people divorce?  Because of their hard-
ness of heart.  Sin, pride, their unwillingness to truly serve the other.  Selfishness must 
be replaced by selflessness!  Good marriages don’t just happen but take hard work and 
when both serve each other, help each other to grow in His grace and knowledge and 
look out for one another’s best interest they flourish.  When we learn to forfeit our own 
rights for the welfare of another our marriages will prosper.

2.  Mark 10:13-16,  Servanthood and it’s effect on children.

Jesus gives a strong emotional response to His disciples who felt that children were 
bothering Jesus.  “He said blessed are the children!”  “Don’t hinder them from coming 
to me!”  We as parents must understand we are to bring our children to Jesus first by 
our example and then our teaching.  The church must look out for and care for those 
children God is giving us and help them to come to saving faith in Jesus Christ.  Luke 
6:40 is one of the scariest texts in the Bible for us as parents, “A child after he has been 
well trained will be like his teacher.”  They are going to be like us.  Being a good 
model to follow is essential in parenting.

In order to enter the Kingdom of God we must come to Christ with the faith of a child.  
A faith that is pure, humble, and dependant!

3.  Mark 10:17-31, Story of the rich young ruler that teaches servanthood and it’s 
impact on our use of money.

In vs. 17 and 18, the rich young ruler showed respect for Jesus called Him a “good 
teacher.”  The ruler had everything but true salvation as he did not understand who Je-
sus was.

In vs. 19 we see two sections of the commandments:  1.  Has to do with man’s relation-
ship to God  2.  Has to do with man’s relationship to man.  Nobody is saved by keeping 
the law.  The law reveals that we are sinners.  Jesus held before the young ruler he mir-
ror of the law so he could see how sinful he was.  When you are guilty of breaking one 
law you are guilty.  The law had brought this ruler to Christ, but he had not yet hum-
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bled himself as a lost sinner.  He wanted the best of both worlds.  Can’t hang onto sins 
and come to Jesus at the same time.  There must be sincere repentance before a sinner 
can turn to God and be saved by grace.

In vs. 20-22 we see the  young ruler is not willing to give his all to Christ.  He wanted 
both.   In vs. 23-31 we see that a fulfilled life is one that is a steward of the wealth God 
entrusts to us but not controlled by it.  We are servants of Christ not servants of money.

4.  Mark 10:32-34 the motive of a servant.  We see Christ was resolute on accom-
plishing redemptions plan by giving His life a sacrifice for the World thus honoring 
God with His service!

5. Mark 10:35-45, Servanthood and it’s effect on our position

Two disciples, James and John ask Jesus if one could sit on His right and one could sit 
on His left in glory.  The other disciples felt indignant toward these two and Jesus 
teaches them a lesson on true biblical leadership.  To truly be a Christ honoring leader 
we must be first a servant/slave of the Most High God.  Willingly putting ourselves un-
der His authority bringing glory to His name regardless of the cost.  

6.  Mark 10:46-52  Jesus exemplifies true serving

Though Jesus was headed for Jerusalem to die He took the time to serve blind Barit-
maeus and heal him of his blindness.

Close:  

Does a servants attitude permeate every facet of our life?  If not why not?  

True fulfillment in life is marked by the kind of attitude I carry daily toward being a 
servant.  Learning to forfeit our own rights for the welfare of each other in useful serv-
ice for His glory.  We do this in our marriage, with our children, with our possessions 
our position and no matter how busy we are.  That’s what true servants do!
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