
“His Final Days”
Mark 11

If you had only a few days left here on earth how would you use them?  What would 
you want to say to those closest to you?  I can remember very clearly, those last words 
my mom said, though it was many years ago since she has passed away.  So very im-
portant.

We have turned the corner in our study of the Gospel of Mark and a new section be-
gins.  Jesus final days here on earth are before us.  The significance of what He does 
and says takes on a lot deeper meaning.  Jesus is leaving His disciples with some pow-
erful lessons to carry them through life’s difficulties.  At first they missed them, but 
after the day of Pentecost they carried on and we are recipients of what they were 
given.

1.  11:1-11, The Triumphal Entry.  Part 1 of 3.  

The second entry will be the rapture when Jesus descends from Heaven with a shout 
and with the voice of the Archangel and the trumpet of God will sound and the dead in 
Christ will rise first and those who are alive will be caught up in the air and thus will 
always be with the Lord.  The third time will be His second coming recorded in Reve-
lations 19:1-11.  So powerful to under stand.

Vs. 1, Two miles from Jerusalem at an elevation of 2600 ft, with a breathtaking view of 
Jerusalem Jesus descends into the Holy City.  

Vs. 2-3, Donkey was a royal animal and the event was a coronation celebration.  It was 
the only time our Lord permitted a public demonstration in His honor and He did it to 
fulfill the prophecy of Zecheriah 9:9 which was spoke some 500 years before this event 
took place.  “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!  Shout in triumph, O daughter of Je-
rusalem!  Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, 
humble and mounted on a donkey, even on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”  

In fulfilling this prophecy, Jesus accomplished two purposes: 
a.  He declared Himself to be Israel’s King and Messiah
b.  he deliberately challenged the religious leaders.  This set in motion the official plot 
to His arrest, trial, beating and crucifixion during the Passover.  

Friends, Jesus is the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, He alone is the Savior and Lord 
of all.  No one makes Him these, this is who He is, we have to determine if we are go-
ing to surrender to Him or not!

This type of parade was not an uncommon event for a conquering Roman General to 
have a parade in his honor.  The general would ride in an elaborate golden chariot.  The 
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people would shout his name and praise him.  They then go to the coliseum where the 
people would watch the captives fight to the death with wild beasts.

An interesting note a Roman general had to kill at least 5000 enemy soldiers to receive 
a parade such as this.  Ina  few weeks the Gospel would be taken and over 5000 Jews 
would be transformed from darkness to light (Acts 4:4).

Vs. 4-10, Hosanna, the crowd would shout.  Save now!  Praising the arrival of what 
they thought would be the deliverer from Roman tyranny.  The crowd proclaims the 
Kingdom but not the King!

Jesus, leaving His disciples with the high call of honoring Him as both Lord and Sav-
ior, triumphant over sin, sickness and death.  He is the King of Kings and Lord of all 
Lord’s!

The crowd and disciples missed this, fortunately the disciples would understand it all in 
a short time.  He is worthy of all honor, glory and praise from our life friends!

2.  11:12-14, 20-26 “The Unfruitful fig tree”

Vs. 12-14, These were symbolic acts that illustrated the sad condition of the Nation of 
Israel.  In spite of it’s many privileges and opportunities, Israel was outwardly fruitless 
(tree) and inwardly corrupt (Temple).  This is the only miracle of destruction attributed 
to Jesus in the Gospels.  This was a great picture for the disciples of the hypocrisy and 
sham of the nation of Israel—they were ripe for the judgment of God.  People honored 
God with their lips, but their heart were far from Him.  There were an abundance of 
leaves, but no fruit.  

A great warning to His disciples as well as each of us to know Him is to bear fruit for 
His glory a failure to do so means we are drying up from our very roots of faith!

Vs. 22-26 is a great lesson of faith and forgiveness.  We will fail one another as Chris-
tians, but forgiveness is choosing to never use the past against each other instead to 
bring Christ glory by walking in faith with each other!  Learning what it means to con-
stantly trust in God no matter how big the obstacles are that are in front of us!  We get 
out nourishment and strength from Him and Him alone!  Fruit will then come from that 
abiding in Him!

3.  Mark 11:15-19, Cleansing of the Temple 

People from all over were coming into Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover and offer 
sacrifices.  Rich and poor alike would be there.  The religious leaders in the Temple, 
would sell sacrificial animals of all sizes to make money for themselves.  
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Vs. 17, For all Nations, If the gentiles visited and saw what the Jews were doing in the 
name of the true God, they never would want to believe what they taught.  Instead of a 
place of Holiness, worship and prayer, it became a place of making money.  Dr. Warren 
Wiersbe said it became a place of “Preying and Paying.”  A robbers den with religious 
leaders leading the way.  They would come and cover up their sin because it was all 
done in the Temple under the guise of worship.  

Jesus chastises them strongly, “You have made My Fathers house a den of thieves.  In-
stead it is to be a place of worship, prayer which produces holy living.”

We see this so often even in the American church today, men and women come to 
church and look like real worshippers for this hour and a half.  But the other six plus 
days they live in direct disobedience to the living God!  This should not be!  We are the 
Temple of God as Christ followers, the very Spirit of God dwells within us.  Our lives 
must be a place of worship, prayer and holy living for His glory.  We will not attract 
anyone at all unless we are this kind of person!

Worship, Prayer, Holy living befits Christ, honors Him for who He is and what He has 
done for us!

4.  11:27-33, Jesus Authority—He is worth yielding to

As you note the text you will see that Christ is who He says that He is and does not 
need to debate the religious leaders of the day.  He answers their question with a ques-
tion confusing them.  They missed who He is and would pay dearly for it.  They were 
not willing to yield to Him as the King of all Kings and Lord of all Lord’s!

Friends, He is the Savior and Lord of all, we don’t make Him that, we have to choose 
whether we will yield to Him or not?  

When we abide in Him and He in us, we will bear much fruit for apart from Him we 
can do nothing!  

Holiness, Worship and Prayer are worthy of the Christ we worship.  He is worth yield-
ing to!
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