
    “The Essence of True Greatness”
Mark 9

The world has many characteristics of what true greatness really looks like.  People 
who are successful, who have wealth, power, prestige and who have the toys to show 
for it are deemed successful in the Worlds eyes.  They are often the ones looked up to 
and followed as people who truly are great.  But are they  necessarily in God’s eyes?

God’s model of true greatness is quite different.  In chapter 9 of the book of Mark, 
Christ is preparing His Disciples for what “True Greatness” really is.  He is teaching 
them, and giving them valuable lessons on Greatness from His perspective.  Great les-
sons for each of us in Mark 9

1.  9:1-13, A Confirmation of true hope.

Vs. 1 could be attached to chapter 8 as it climaxes our Lord’s words on discipleship 
and promises His return in glory.  He gives a glimpse of this in the following few vs.’s

Transfigured means to be changed into another form.  Not merely a change in outward 
appearance.  In vs. 2-3  we see Jesus’ human body was transformed into His glorified 
body. The way He will return in power and glory to establish His kingdom on earth.  A 
more full description of what He looks like is found in Revelation 1:11-16.    This is the 
only instance that  is recorded where Jesus revealed His inner glory for others to see.  It  
was a confirmation of the Kingdom that God had promised to Israel.  

Vs. 4, there are two men with Him on the Mt. of Transfiguration.  Elijah who repre-
sented the prophets and Moses the great Law giver.  Both the law and the prophets 
were fulfilled in this One Man Jesus Christ.  These two were talking with Jesus. Have 
you ever wondered what they were discussing?  We have some indication in Luke 9:31, 
where they were discussing His departure and the cross.  The cross is the theme of 
Heaven’s conversation and praise!  

Vs. 5,6, Note the response to the transfiguration from His disciples.  They were asleep, 
confusion and fear marked them when they awoke.  Peter saw three men all as 
equal…..NO!

Vs. 7, Hear what the Father said.  “Hear Him and Him only!”  Good for us today.  They  
were being trained for greatness.  True greatness cannot be obtained unless men and 
women have a view of Christ that is God honoring and a high and respectful view of 
the Word of God!  

There are four things from this section that help us see what true greatness before God 
entails.
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1.  They had seen the glory of the Son!  Our view of God determines our walk with 
God!
2.  They were reminded of their need to be dependent upon His Word.
3.  They began to understand the reality of the Kingdom of Heaven which gave them 
hope!
4.  Their questions were being answered.  In a spiritual sense from 10-13 John the Bap-
tist was the Elijah that was promised to Israel.

2.  9:14-29 Discipline that is consistent of faith

Vs. 14-18, What were the other 9 disciples doing while these three were with Jesus on 
the Mount of Transfiguration?  They were working with the people a distraught father 
who had a son who could not speak or hear.  The disciples could not cast the demon 
out.  Yet they were given the power to.  What’s going on.

Vs. 19, so important for us as well!  Why had the disciples failed?  What did they need 
to learn for true greatness to be their’s?  They had neglected their spiritual disciplines 
in the Lord’s absence.  They had let their spiritual guard down and become lazy and 
apathetic.  They had allowed their unbelief to creep in (19), their prayer life was not 
what it should have been (29), and they had grown careless in their spiritual disciples.  

Vs. 20-29, True greatness happens in our life when:
1.  Our faith matures and we believe God for who He is and what He wants to do in 
and through us!
2.  When we are devoted to prayer, as a praying people/church, not just a church or per-
son who prays.  Prayer is woven into our very inward fabric!
3.  That we learn to discipline our self, all that we are, for the purpose of godliness.  
People will follow those who do these three!

3.  9:30-50 An affirmation of His love

Vs. 30-32, Christ’s love for sinners.  Delivered, His death would not be an accident, it 
was purposeful for the redemption of man!  God’s divine plan out of love for us.

Vs. 33-37, Loving one another.  During this time in society position and power were 
important.  Who would take center stage in the disciples life?  They were to have child-
like faith not childish.

True greatness is found not in rank or possessions, but in character and service!  

Vs. 38-41, Loving those outside our fellowship.  It is dangerous to get the idea that our 
church is the only one doing things right and only one God is blessing, using.  This is 
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simply not true!  We see the basis for unity in this text:  In My Name and because of 
the cross!  So needed in the American church especially.

Vs. 42-50, Loving the  Lost.  The Lord’s longest and greatest warning concerning fu-
ture punishment.  

42-  Millstone a heavy flat stone turned by a donkey I grinding grain to crush the grain.  
If were not serving others with the right motives we may cause them to stumble.  

43-48, We are to deal drastically with sin for our sake and others sake.  Truly great 
people take prompt action against whatever would draw them away from their alle-
giance to Christ.  Remove the sin as a surgeon removes a diseased, cancerous tumor 
that we may have in our body.

Jesus is teaching on hell and describes the awfulness of it.  Hinnom was a place south 
of Jerusalem where children were once sacrificed to the pagan god molech.  It became 
a refuse dump, where fires burned continually to consume regular deposits of worm 
infested garbage.  In Jewish thought the imagery of fires and worms vividly portrayed 
the place of eternal punishment for he wicked.  The worm was a picture of internal 
torment.  The unquenchable fire was a picture of eternal torment, conveying the unend-
ing conscious punishment that await all those who refuse God’s plan of salvation 
through the Gospel of the good news of Jesus Christ!  Hell was the unending torment 
and eternal exclusion from His presence for the non believer.  

True Greatness as Believers in Christ have salt in themselves.  Vs. 49-50, Christ fol-
lowers who maintain true Christian character and integrity penetrate and burn out the 
corruption and stay the spread of impurities.  
True Greatness has a High and Holy view of God growing in love with Him through 
His Word and Prayer.
True Greatness deals with sin immediately, swiftly and demonstrates living and active 
faith!
True Greatness loves one another, those outside the fellowship and desires all men to 
be saved and come to the place of repentance.   
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