
                                            “Be Alert, Our Redemption is Near”
                                                                 Mark 13

The study of biblical prophecy is very popular and it should be.  But it should be for a 
very specific reason and that is to help us understand in the here and now that we will
not be here forever, there will be a time where Christ will come back.   
 -What’s going to happen?
 -What are the signs of this happening?
 -What’s the significance of Israel in all this?

-Read Ezekiel 38:2, 5-7---Then Ryrie’s notes---Luke 21:28, “But when these things 
begin
to take place, straighten up and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing
Near.”

-Were studying in the Gospel of Mark and chapter 13 today.  The believers who were 
reading and hearing this were being persecuted, they faced tough times and often felt 
like giving up and compromising their testimony for Christ.  These truths spoken are
known as the “Olivet Discourse” where Jesus is encouraging them as well as us to 
“remain
faithful and obedient to the Lord and live in light of His imminent return!  

-Olivet Discourse—focused on Prophecy of the “last days” and describes what is 
known as
The Tribulation Time leading up to Christ’s bodily return to this earth we call the 
“Second Coming.”  This great sermon Jesus gives helped the Disciples and us be pre-
pared,
Alert regardless of how tough it gets, for truly our Redemption is near! 

-I believe there are seven Dispensations that describe the happenings in the Bible:  
Dispensation---A general state or ordering of things---events.  Seven in Biblical history.

1.  Innocence—Creation of Earth and man.  Gen. 1:1-27
2.  Conscience—The fall of  man, curse and death—ended, with the translation of 
Enoch
3.  Human Govt—Begins with the flood, landing of Art, ended-tower of Babel
4.  Promise—Beginning of Israel-Through Egyptian Bondage  Gen. 12:1-3
5.  Law—Ended when Christ fulfilled the sacrificial law on the cross
6.  Grace—Church age—Ends with the Rapture of the church, 1 Thes. 4:13-17, this is 
     Followed by 7 years of Tribulation, ushering in Kingdom age, Israel will be restored
7.  Kingdom Age—1000 year reign of Christ on earth.  Followed by the

-The Olivet Discourse is also recorded in Matthew 24, 25, Luke 21:5-36.  
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-The purpose of this and Jesus’ sermon was not to satisfy the curiosity of the disciples 
or
To straighten out any misconceptions…..but to make sure people were not slack, lazy 
in
Their faith, taking for granted, careless with sin, but as vs. 33, 35 and 37 of Mark 13 
says
“Take heed, Keep on the alert, Therefore be on the alert, And what I say to you I say to 
All, “Be on the alert.”  

-Alert men and women of faith are men and women who live in light of His return, in 
Faithful/Obedience to the Great Commandments and the Great Commission.  You say, 
Shada it has not happened for 2000 plus years---That’s right---does not change our 
Lord’s exhortation---‘Be on the Alert’ Our Redemption is near!

-When studying this—keep in mind the Jewish atmosphere.  These questions came by
4 Jewish men, they were answered by Jesus-Jewish Rabbi, about the future events and
specifically the Jewish Temple!  

-While we study this, find the book of Daniel which we will be referring to.

-Mark 13:1-4, read and explain.  OT prophets called it in their writings:
Jeremiah 30:7, “The time of Jacob’s distress/Trouble”
Zepheaniah 1:15-18, (read)
Isaiah 26:20-21, (read)  

-This is known as the Great Tribulation.  Where are the believers during the Tribula-
tion?
1 Thessalonians 4:13-5:11, Revelation 3:10-11

-Who then goes into the Tribulation time?  

-This sermon is broken into three parts:  
 Mark 13:5-13, 1st half of the Tribulation
 Mark 13:14-18, Middle of the Tribulation
 Mark 13:19-27, Last half of the Tribulation

1.  Vs. 5-13, First half of Tribulation

-Vs.8b—Beginning of Birth Pangs—Comes suddenly, build gradually and lead to a
Time of terrible sorrow for the whole world. 

-Four Signs to begin these birth pangs:
 1.  5-6, Success of false christ’s that many follow—false leaders, liars
 2.  7,8a, Nations in conflict
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 3.  8b, Natural disturbances
 4.  9-13, Religious persecutions 

-Their persecution would result in great opportunities to share Christ.  People saved!

-Note the cause of the persecution—“On the account of My name” (13)
-End---means end of this age---Tribulation period

2.  Vs. 14-18, Middle of the Tribulation

-Vs. , “Abomination of Desolation” comes from the book of Daniel and refers to the 
Idolatrous pollution of the Jewish Temple by the Gentiles.

-Daniel 9:27 &  12:11

-Jewish Calendar---Built on a series of 7’s
 -7th Day of the week—Sabbath
 -7th week after the Passover—brings Pentecost
 -7th month brings the feast of Trumpets, Day of Atonement & Feast of Booths!
 -7th year is called a Sabbatical year
 -7 Sabbatical years is known as the year of Jubilee

“Daniel saw 70 weeks or periods of 7 years, divinely determined for the Jews and their 
Holy City Jerusalem.  This period of 490 years began with the decree of Artaxerxes in
445 B.C. permitting the Jews to return to their land and rebuild Jerusalem, Ezra 1:1-4
Why must the city be restored?  Because 483 years later (7X69) the Messiah would 
come 
to the city and give His life for sinners!”

-Now we have accounted for 483 years of Daniel’s 490 years—what about the remain-
ing
7?  Daniel 9:27, assigns them to the Tribulation period, we are now studying.  

-What signals the beginning of this awful period?  Daniel 9:27, “Prince—Coming 
World
Dictator, called the Anti Christ in Revelation 13, he will allow the Jews to rebuild their 
Temple, he will agree to protect Israel, and restore their ancient literature and sacri-
fices.  
Then in the middle of the 3 ½ years we have what is called the “Abomination of 
Desolation” the last half of the Tribulation, 3 ½ years that is known as the Great Trib.

-Mark 13:14b-18—Jesus’ warnings to the Jewish people.

3.  Mark 12:19-27, The Last half of the Tribulation
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-Vs. 19-20, called the Wrath of God.  God will judge the World.  From Revelation; 
 14:9-10, 19
 15:1, 7
 16:1, 19
 19:15

-Vs. 21-22, Satan’s deception will continue to the very end, false christ’s and false
Prophets will lead many people astray!

-Will people be saved during the Tribulation time?  Rev. 7:1-8, 144,000 pure Jews.

-Vs. 23-27, Tribulation will climax with the appearing of terrifying signs in the world 
wide chaos on the earth.  It describes the gathering of Israel, vs 27 and their glorious 
future, that is described in Romans 11.  

+28-37, Jesus did not want His disciples nor us, to get so caught up in the prophecies 
That we would neglect our responsibilities as believers.

-Four Truths to challenge us as we move forward to be ready for the Rapture.
1.  1-8, Challenges us to not be deceived

2.  9-13, challenges us not to be afraid, true faith-proved by faithfulness & obedience.  
     Taking the Gospel, to our family, friends and associates

3.  14-27, Challenges us not to be ignorant of what is ahead

4.  28-37, Challenges us not to be careless.  

Be on the Alert, our Redemption does draw near!

Prayer:  Are we preparing ourselves for what is ahead?
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