
 “Which one is your model?”
Mark 14

What do all these people have in common?  Warren Buffett, LaBron James, Byan 
Chappell, Warren Wiersbe, Beth Moore, Chuck Swindol, and Kay Arthur?  “All of 
them have people following them.  We all have models we follow, whether it is in the 
sports arena, Business/professional world or in the spiritual realm. 

Whose setting the pace for you?  We are studying in the Gospel of Mark and today are 
in chapter 14, the last days of Jesus here on earth.  We’re not going to read all 72, or 
do a vs. by vs. exposition.  What I want to present to you today are four models that 
are before us each day to follow.  These are great pictures of those in the Church as 
well as in the world that impact our lives.  
 -Mary the Worshipper
 -Judas the Betrayer
 -Peter the Wanderer
 -The rejecting crowd     (All four are alive and well in the world/church today)

All four had an opportunity to hear and learn from Jesus.  They were able to watch 
Him, they had opportunities to trust in Him for deliverance and salvation.  Two did, 
and two didn’t!

We have seen Jesus presented in Marks gospel as the sacrificial servant of man, dying 
for the sins of the worshippers, the betrayers, wanders and rejecters.

Vs. 1, Great feast—Children of Israel observed commemorating their deliverance from 
Egypt on the night when God “passed over” the homes of the Iraelites, during the 
slaughter of the Egyptians first born.  

Vs. 2, The religious leaders did not want Jesus killed on the Passover, fearing a riot, but 
He was to become the Passover lamb.

1.  Mary the Worshiper  

This actually happened six days before the Passover which would put it on Friday be-
fore the triumphal entry.  We see some of the background of who Mary was from John 
12:1,2.  Mark put it in here to contrast Mary’s life with the life of Judas.  According to 
John 11:1,2 Mary was the sister of Martha and Lazarus.  She is seen sitting at the feet 
of Jesus, in close fellowship with Him, listening, learning from Him.  Mary’s love was 
called “Extravagant love,” or “Sacrificial love.”  She is preparing Jesus’ body for bur-
ial.  She poured this imported oil from India over His body.  One jar of this oil is the 
equivalent to the annual income of a common worker.  Mary expressed her love for 
Christ, because He was going to the cross to die for her sins and the sins of the world.      
Her lavish, sacrificial, extravagant love was accepted by Jesus.  This brought glory to 
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God and was a blessing to the whole Christian World, then and now, note vs. 9 of chap-
ter 14, “And truly I say to you, wherever the gospel is preached in the whole world, 
that also which this woman has done shall be spoken of in memory of her.” The fra-
grance filled the home---Friends, there is always a great spiritual fragrance in that 
home where Jesus Christ is loved and worshipped.  No matter what others say about 
your worship or your service, when it is done for His glory, sacrificially, it is and will 
be remembered.  Mary gave her best at the feet of Jesus in faith and love.  A great 
model to follow and so needed in our land today to see!

2.  Judas the Betrayer

How did he respond?  He criticized Mary for wasting her money, vs. 4-5.  John 12:4-6 
says he was a thief and would often pilfer/steal money.  Mark 14:10,11, his betrayal.  

While Mary gave her best, Judas gave his worst in unbelief and hatred.  Judas sold his 
Master for the price of a slave, 30 shekels of silver.  Judas accused Mary of wasting the 
money that could have been given to the poor.  When in actuality he was the waster.  
He has wasted his God given opportunities and his life, yet he sat at Jesus feet, and 
wanted his way.  John 13:26 is often called “the order of the towel” where Jesus 
washed the disciples feet, and gave the first morsel of bread to Judas, denoting His love 
to the one who He knew would betray Him.  Judas was a responsible human being who 
made his own decisions.  No one made him do what he did.  For whatever reason he 
chose to betray the Lord and would spend eternity in hell is the same reason many mil-
lions are lost today.  He did not repent of his sins and believe on Jesus Christ.  Yet he 
was religious and looked the part.  Many religious people who attend church today, 
look the part, even sing the songs, smile and hear the Word of God.  But their heart is 
far away from Him.  Jesus the ever protector even protected the identity of the Judas 
the betrayer right up until the kiss in the garden.  

Mark 14:26, “After singing a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives.”  What was 
that Hymn?  Psalm 115-118 were called the Passover songs, very likely these are the 
ones that were sung. 

3.  Peter the Wanderer.  

In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus warned the disciples that they would all be scat-
tered.  Which He quotes the prophecy from Zechariah 13:7 that they all would fall 
away, and be scattered.  If Peter would have heeded this and scattered instead of fol-
lowing Christ, he would not have been tempted to deny Him.  Peter would have saved 
himself a great deal of anxiety.  Peter seemed to have difficulty in applying Jesus 
commands to himself.  Note vs. 32 and 37-38.  Peter vowed he would die with the 
Lord, yet was found sleeping.  
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“Watch and Pray” a great admonition for us.  Be alert as we pray, keep our spiritual 
eyes open for our enemy is truly near!  

In Mark 14:47 Peter struck the slave of the high priest, and cut off his ear.  Why you 
ask?  Peter tried to handle what was going on in his power.  Dr. Warren Wiersbe said he 
tried to do spiritual battle with physical weaponry.  Peter used the wrong weapon, at the 
wrong time, for the wrong purpose, with the wrong motive.” 

Peter is a great picture of Christians today trying to handle life in their own power, in-
stead of entrusting their lives by faith to Christ and walking in obedience.  Heeding His 
truth and walking in faithfulness.  Instead Peter denied the Lord 3 times was remorseful 
and according to scripture was restored to great ministry.  

Before we judge Peter to severely—how many times have we denied, the Lord, re-
mained silent when we should have shared our faith with others?

4.  The Rejecting Crowd

The crowd did not want to be confused with truth or facts.  They were going to believe 
what they wanted and instead of allowing Christ and His truth to control them.

Lies, deception and rejection, led to being lost for all eternity.

Let’s each put a mirror in front of us:  Who are we following, or the most like?
-The rejecting crowd, filled with lies, rejection and deception?

-The religious Judas that betrayed Christ.  Judas looked the part and even sometimes 
acted the part but wanted his way.

-Like Peter who denied Christ, went through tremendous inner pain because of his re-
fusal to obey?  Peter’s self will overcame his obedience.

-Or like Mary, the sacrificial worshipper, who had extravagant and faithful love?  
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