
                                         “Questions and Warnings”
                                                          Mark 12

Hook:  We are coming to the conclusion of Jesus life here on earth as recorded in
the gospel of Mark.  In chapter 12 there are four questions that Jesus is confronted 
with that the representatives of the religious and the political establishment brought
to Him to try and trip Christ up.  He answered them and then gave two strong 
warnings to them.  Sadly, many did not, nor do today, heed these.

Pray

1.  Mark 11:27-28, 12:1-12 “A Question of Authority” contd.  

-These men in looking for evidence to destroy Jesus, did not have open minds or pure
motives in listening to Jesus.  They were not seeking truth, they were looking for 
evidence to have Jesus killed.  

-Read Mark 11:27-33

-Jesus knew what they were doing, so He countered their question with another 
question that exposed their hypocrisy.   

-Read Mark 12:1-12  Parable:  a known element in their culture to teach a biblical
truth or principle!

-Why did Jesus take them back to John the Baptist?  (11:27-33)  God does not teach us
New truth if we have rejected the truth He has already revealed.  John 7:17, “If any 
man
is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether
I speak from Myself.”  “Obedience is the organ of spiritual knowledge,”  Great British
preacher FW Robertson.  Had the Jewish nation obeyed the message of John the 
Baptist they would have gladly submitted to Christ’s authority, for John came to pre-
sent
The Messiah to the nation.  

-These Jewish leaders were more concerned with what is safe, what is in it for me? 
Than
what is right & true!  

-These Jewish leaders wanted to preserve their own position and were willing to even
kill to accomplish their evil purpose.  Note the question Jesus poses in vs 9 and then 
quotes a very familiar text from Psalm 118 from Messianic prophecy.  

-The Lord announced a double verdict, they had not only rejected the Son, but also 
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refused the Stone!  There would be only one consequence---Judgment!

2.  Mark 12:13-17 “A Question of Responsibility”

-Jesus moved the discussion from politics to principle thus catching the hypocrites in
their own trap.  WWW, “Caesar’s image is on his coins, so they must be minted by
His authority.  The fact that you posses these coins and use them indicates that you 
think they are worth something.  Therefore, you are already accepting Caesar’s  
authority, or you would not use his money.  But don’t forget, that you were created
in the image of God and therefore must live under God’s authority as well.”  

-Render—to pay a debt, to pay back.  Jesus looked on taxes as the citizens’ debt to
the government in return for the services performed.  Today, those services would 
include, things like, fire and police protection, national defense, the salaries of the 
officials who manage the affairs of state, special programs for the poor and under
privileged.  

-We might not agree with the way all the tax money is used, or respect the people 
in office that govern.  But as Christ followers, we are to respect the office!  Romans
13, 1 Tim 2:1-6, 1 Peter 2:13-17!

3.  Mark 12:18-27, “A Question about Eternity”

-The only time in Marks gospel the Saducees were mentioned.  Remember this is the
Religious group that did not believe in the existence of the soul, life after death, 
resurrection, final judgment, angels or demons.  Most of the Saducees were priests and
were quite wealthy.  (18—23)

-They brought the hypothetical question to Jesus “whose wife will she be in eternity?

-These men thought they were smart, but Jesus’ revealed their ignorance in two areas:
The Power of God and the truth of Scripture (24)

-In the resurrection bodies they would be sexless, like the angels, and therefore mar-
riage
would no longer exist.  In the eternal state where new bodies are perfect, there is no
death, no need for marriage, procreation and the continuance of the race. (25)

-The Saducees were also ignorant of the scriptures….God did not say “He was” (past
tense) the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  But “I am”….The patriarchs were alive
when God spoke these words to Moses.  (26-27)

4.  Mark 12:28-34, “A Question of priority”
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-In the Jewish law there were 613 precepts to obey.  365 negative precepts and 248 
positive.  One of their favorite exercises was to debate which one of these were the 
greatest?

-The Lord quoted Deut. 6:4-5, where even today the pious Jews recite each morning 
and
evening what is known as the “Shema” which means “hear.”  

-Jesus made “love” the most important thing in life, because “love is the fulfilling of 
the 
Law.”  If we love God we will love others!  

-What does it mean when a person is “nor far from the kingdom of God”?  It means he 
or she is facing truth honestly and is not interested in defending a party line or even
personal prejudices.  It means the person is testing their faith by what the Word of God
says, and not by what some religious group demands.  People close to the Kingdom 
have
the courage to stand up for what is true even if they lose some friends and make new 
enemies.  

5.  Mark 12:35-37 “A Question of Identity” 

-Jesus quoted Psalm 110 and asked them to explain how David’s son could also be 
David’s Lord.  The Jews believed that the Messiah would be David’s son, but the only
way David’s son could also be David’s Lord would be if Messiah were God come in 
human flesh.  Which of course He did!

Two great warnings:

1.  Mark 12:38-40 The Pride of the scribes---It’s not about the uniform you wear, the 
title
You carry, nor the office we might hold all are artificial.  It is about your character---
Pr. 22:1-2!!!

2.  Mark 12:41-44, The Pride of the rich---13 trumpet shaped chests around the temple 
walls and there is where the people dropped in their offerings.  

-It is not the “PORTION” but the “PROPORTION” that is important in giving.  The 
rich
gave out of their abundance a very small contribution.

-The widows gift was a true consecration of her whole life.  She gave out of her pov-
erty! 
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Friends the Pride of living and the pride of giving are sins to avoid at all costs.  Some 
listened and went on doing what they wanted to do.

Others obeyed and gladly lived for His glory!  For He is who He says that He is and 
Worthy of all honor, glory and praise!
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