
“Why we do what is right”
Mark 15

What is hindering you from reaching your full potential?
We struggle knowing the right thing to do….But am I willing to do it?
We wrestle with bad habits as opposed to holy living….?
We often catch ourselves with having critical spirits, complaining attitudes or giving 
into pornography, anger, bitterness or jealousy, yet knowing it is wrong….?
Our marriages are a shamble….why do we want to work to make it stronger?
We often find ourselves not being motivated in life to do what is right, what we know 
we should be doing?  

If you are anywhere in these scenarios Mark 15 is for you, as I know it is for 
me….The answer is clear, “Why we do what is right!”

Each of us must answer the “WHY” motivation for doing what is right and good in our 
own heart!  Mark 15 makes it very clear as to “WHY” we do what is right!”

The summary statement of Mark 15 is also stated in Paul’s 2nd letter to the Church in 
Corinth.  In chapter 5 and vs 14 we read that statement, “The love of Christ compels 
me,” Motivates me, drives me on.   It is the very reason that spurs us forward to do that 
which is right for His glory!  It is the reaching forward with our total being to fulfill 
our full potential.  IT is about the reason we say “NO” to bad habits like, anger, jeal-
ousy, criticalness, sexual sin, drunkenness, eating disorders, strife….etch.  It’s about 
each day living life to the fullest for His glory!  Paul said in 1 Corinthians 15 and vs 
3,4, “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised on 
the third day according to the Scriptures.”  

There are five scenes in Mark 15 to help us grasp the significance of His love:
1.  Vs. 1-6, Jesus carried before Pilate
2.  Vs. 7-15, Jesus condemned, Barabbas released
3.  Vs. 16-23, Jesus crowned with thorns
4.  Vs. 24-41, Jesus Crucified
5.  Vs. 42-47, The Tomb 

We will walk through the text with great respect letting our heart well up to God in 
thanksgiving for providing so great a salvation for us.

Friends the Gospel is that Good News, it is what He did on our behalf, not what He is 
asking us to do.  Our response to the Gospel flows out of our understanding and love 
for “who” He is and “What” He did on our behalf.  It is His action, not our action that 
became acceptable to God.  Yours and my righteousness are not acceptable to God for 
salvation, but the very “Righteousness of Christ” is!
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1.  1-6, Jesus carried before Pilate   (faith must be aroused not pity)
The Roman governor held court early in the morning.  Pilate lacked the courage to 
stand for what he believed.  He was a politician where expediency and not justice was 
his motivating force.  He was a typical example of a person with a lack of honesty and 
integrity.  A person who compromises and strives to please all sides.  Pilate did not ask, 
“is it right?”  Instead he would make his decisions on whether it was popular or safe 
politically.  

“It is as you say” the designation is yours Jesus said, but Pilate had no clue what HE 
was saying as Jesus Kingdom will come later.  Pilate lacked the courage to stand for 
what he believed.  

2.  6-15, Barabbas released, Jesus condemned---the murderer and insurrectionist was 
given freedom and Jesus the innocent Son of God was condemned.  (Faith must be 
aroused not pity)

Jesus was scourged, a crown of thorns put on His head and beaten into His scalp by the 
guards

3.  16-23, The suffering Servant

The purple cloak was very likely a faded military cloak---4 soldiers, which were the 
execution squad let Him out to be crucified.  Jesus quietly suffered and did not fight 
back (walk in reverence through these scenes friends, our faith must be aroused not our 
pity)

4.  24-41 The Crucifixion  (let’s look at the hours between 9 am to 3 pm that Jesus 
hung on the cross)  (J.V. McGee)
-1st three hours there was physical light----2nd three hours there was physical darkness.
-1st three hours there was spiritual darkness----2nd three hours there was spiritual light, 
Why?
Because---1st three hours man did his worst, crucifying Jesus, humiliating/mocking 
Him, wagging their heads and ridiculing Him
2nd three hours God was working, He was suffering at the hands of man the 1st three 
hours.  He was suffering for man the last three hours.

He was dying because of sin, yours, mine and the sins of the world.  2nd three hours He 
was dying for the sin of the world.  It is during the 2nd three hours He was made sin for 
us.  He became sin on our behalf.  He willingly laid down His life for us that we might 
have life with Him for all eternity.  
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2 Corinthians 5:19, was taking place, “That God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation.”

At 3 PM that fateful Friday long ago, the exact time of the evening sacrifice, where the 
priests were serving in the temple.  The Curtain was torn in two, from top to bottom as 
the perfect, spotless Son of God became the sacrifice for all time for the sin of man-
kind.  

Acts 6 and vs 7 states, “And the word of God kept on spreading; and the number of the 
disciples continued to increase greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests 
were becoming obedient to the faith.”  How thrilling is this!!!

5.  42-47, The Tomb, The Burial

The women were the last to leave the cross that Good Friday and the first to arrive at 
the tomb that first Easter morning.  

Two take homes for our life:

1.  Why is it that we do what is right?  Not to earn anything but out of “LOVE” for 
what he did
     for us!  

2.  1 John 3:16, “We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought 
to lay 
      down our lives for the brethren.”
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