
Dear Friends,

I have been thinking a lot about the personal walk of the Christ followers 
and what faithfulness and consistency mean.  These are both so hard, "I 
know I want to, but there are so many distractions it seems."  A daily, 
hour by hour walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which we have 
been called is not easy.  

Wouldn't it be great if we truly comprehend that in and of our own power 
we cannot do this on our own.  We need the "filling" of the Holy Spirit of 
promise to accomplish this?  Shada, you say, the moment we received 
Christ as our Savior the Spirit came to dwell within me.  Yes, that is true! 
  We have all of Him dwelling within us, Ephesians 1:13 and 14 makes 
that clear, but does He have all of us????

I am more and more convinced that as we pray that a part of our prayer 
needs to be "Lord I ask you to reign and rule in every part of my life, 
even that dark closet corner, where I don't want many to see!  I want You 
Holy Spirit of the living God to flow forth in and through me completely to 
the praise and the glory of His grace!"  

So often we let the Spirit of God have partial parts of our life and not our 
total being.  Ephesians 5:18 gives this admonition, "And do not get drunk 
with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit."  Not partially 
full, not three quarters full, but "full" totally and completely.  Not perfect 
but filled to overflowing so that what comes out of our life is His fruit of 
love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control; against such things there is no law."  

You ask, what is essential for this to happen in our life?  Friends, a deep-
ening of love for Christ, His Word and a personal surrender of self (our 
total being) for His glory and power is what is needed.  Too many are liv-
ing this out "Lord not Thy will, but mine be done."  Wouldn't it be great if 
what Paul said to the Roman Christians in 16:19 was said of us, "For the 
report of your obedience has reached to all; therefore I am rejoicing over 
you, but I want you to be wise in what is good and innocent in what is 
evil."  

"More of Thee and less of me!"  What an impact that will make! 

Wouldn't that be great!
Doug
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