
 Dear Friends,

All to often we see men and women of the faith give up and say "What's 
the use" when it comes to trying to live the Christian life.  It seems very 
few are trying to walk in a manner worthy of their calling, and even less 
are desiring what God desires for their life.  Why not just give up and 
satisfy our fleshly desires?  Solomon said, that under the sun, "Let's eat, 
drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die..."  What's the use???  (by the 
way Solomon does give some sound advice in Ecc. 12 to combat this 
thinking)

I hope you have never felt like giving up, but all to often it is in the back 
of our mind. If anyone would have felt like giving up the Apostle Paul 
should have, read with me from 2 Corinthians 11, "beaten times without 
number, often in danger of death, five times he received from the Jews 
39 lashes (his people by the way, wouldn't that be encouraging?), three 
times he was beaten with rods, once he was stoned, three times he was 
shipwrecked, a night and a day in the deep (ocean) etc...  If anyone 
would have felt like giving up it would have been him, and on top of all 
this he was given a thorn in the flesh (not sure all this thorn was, but it 
seems to have been some recurrent physical affliction). 

Yet, he didn't give up, instead he sought the Lord in a greater way and 
understood, God's grace was sufficient for each need and that God's 
power would be perfected in Paul's weakness.  Look at 2 Corinthians 
12:10 with me, "Therefore I am well content with weakness, with insults, 
with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for 
when I am weak, then I am strong."  

Friends, instead of entertaining the thought of "giving up" grasp a hold of 
the power of the One that dwells within us and in all diligence and perse-
verance "Press on toward the goal of the prize of the upward call of God 
in Christ Jesus" (Phil. 3:14).  

That is not easy, but it is right and a whole lot better than giving up on the 
things of God.  

Have a great day friends,

Pastor Doug
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