
Dear Friends,

I am sure each of us reading this want to be "pleasing to the Lord," but 
what does that really look like?  I know each of us can list things in our 
life that are "not" pleasing to the Lord but what is it that pleases the 
Lord?  I am challenged by this and will be developing this much further 
in a message this coming Sunday but wanted us to spend a moment in 
this note thinking together about what is truly pleasing to the Lord?

From 1 Samuel 16:7, for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at 
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  I believe the 
first thing that is "pleasing to the Lord" is a heart that is being trans-
formed into His image.  Note I said, being transformed, none of us are 
there quite yet, but we are allowing His Spirit to change us from dark-
ness to light, from sinfulness to holiness, from a desire to have my own 
way to truly seeking out His will for His glory in all things.  A transformed 
heart is one that gives selflessly of their time, talents and treasures to 
further the cause of Christ in our world.  Selfishness is thrown out the 
ten story window of our life and selflessness is embraced tightly.  

Secondly, from Hebrews 11:6 we read, "And without faith it is impossible 
to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and 
that He is a re-warder of those who seek Him."  Faith pleases the Lord, 
that firm conviction that produces a full acknowledgement of God's truth.  
Faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God.  Faith is that 
personal surrender to Him seeking to do what is seemingly impossible 
for man to accomplish but not impossible for God who works in and 
through us to accomplish His good purpose for His glory----Faith!  That 
faith that is like a mustard seed, small and insignificant, but not when 
God is at the center of it all.

Friends, we are not left without answers to a significant question like 
"what pleases the Lord?"  No, quite the opposite, what is needed from 
me and by the way each of us is a passionate desire to be "Pleasing to 
the Lord."  He truly is worth it!

Have a great week, 

Doug
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